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1 HE fpint o£ adventure which hat 
mcreafcd in proportion with the advance- 
<nei3X of conamcrcc, and of -^hich. jt is per- 
jbvps a parent, t(aa coutrihyited mucli withia 
4i^ kil buDi^ed -jjeax&i- tn expanding the ' 
bu9^n mind, aad.^t^?i¥^S ^ bonds whkfi 
{f^mcxlf attached f Ibciety only, rouhd the 
wl;i<^ .uniTerle and to each iudividiial of thtc 
bmaaii.^ies. 

To the a^iiring genius of aiCpIumbus wc 
«wc our national cxifteuce. It i$ to him the 
.civiUzedworidm^bpwwith.rcVGriepi:cjwhen 
Ifce gold and filver of th? New World, 
togetha-with theimraenfe fourcesof iraprove- 
n^at in i>fil;ural hifloi'y,aadotlter fcienccs, arc 
laid open to iheir acqaifition by thisdifcovery . 
It Is ta him' that commerce owes its fctpnd 
9^ R^e vigocotta birth, and the art of 
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navigatioo that pcrfeflion to whkh.it lai 
now amveiiv through this art "the remoteft'** 
nations are united in knowledge, manners, 
and property, more intimately than" the 
inhabitants of two provinces of oqe natios 
were in the fifteenth century. 

' trader What iffimarfc obligatiMis arc the 

. fciences laid by the republics of, Genoa and 

Venice, who gave to mankind the difcovcrer 

of America and' the commerce of the Indies. 

"Portngal ' and Spain partake of the glory 
which b elong s to^diofe mighty enterprizes, 
in being tlie nations which opened the bofom 
ef the New Indies, and intrepidly forced a 
new paffage to the Old, round the boifte- 
rous cape of Africa. England, in her gallaiit | 
Raleigh, Holland, in her fcientific Dampier, | 
and France in a crowd of enterprifing navi- 
gators, have had the honour of carrying the 

.failing art to its prefcnt Hate of excellence.- 

' Happy had it been for the Aborigines of 
the New World, and of many uncivilized 
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flad pps of the-Old, had |)hi|aDtbrppy &f,- 
lowed where fciencc -daringly trod, or 'had 
tlie principles of a:humane philofophy kept. 
pace with' the ilitrepidit^ of heroic advenuire. 

But it feemS' to be t&e deftiny of maQkiflj 
to arrive at perfe^on. in the* Icunces by the ' 
. flp^ pro^Tcffion of a^es only, and that' it iS ■ 
given tq the prefent ptriojl to obtain. by 
pxpcriencfe die defired principles of kno^ 
ledge,- when men arc yet incapable (^ 4vilj 
dtniatinig their value, qr dcjajr till It la 

and immediate ufe. 

Ufefiil leflbns are however taught by that 
Ipecics of experience which is dferivcd from 
. ?3ie hiftory of nations and individuals. For 
the travels of men, who have vifitedreanotc 
countries and people, whether afluated by 
the fpirit of curiofity or gain, have fignally- 
kontributed to the edification of the wori^ 
.V.Iarge,^d to the intereftof the philofopher, ' 
the merchant, ^and^the lover oHdxfxaac 

■'A3 "', ■ 
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'■ \ It is not prcfumed, however, that in t*i«s 
prefent work, fuch great advantages — . 
have already, been derived froiii the writings 
of diftinguifhed travellers, ihould be extended 
in an eminent degree j iar from it ; ittf' 
claimiare but the humble fiiare of medi-. 
ocrity f , the ' objeft and courfe of travel^ 
■which, it defcribes, is not fufceptible of extra- 
ordinary novelty, nor of fcientific refearch f 
forae .degree of both, however, we may 
Tentorj:. to promife. ■ Befides, the circum-,. 
L^jncf>sun(iw~whifll*Jhe-vovaP'ft-*as-^ '"->•■ 
and tjarticulariy the condition of total ■ 
the Author was reduced 
of it, may readily be 
ifentative to tlie general 
le work would grobably 
-under -BKo^ favourable 
ancc^.' 

dcd citizens of America, 
is dedicated, will freely 
wances cxpefted in this 
r. They, we are con* 



^-^^^, will not be deficient in their dianc- ' 
tcii(tic gcnerofity, when the circumftanc^s of 
the pnbUcation are confidcred j few little did 
the AothOT fufpeft, when he made the notci 
from which this is compiled, that want of 
■Tuppoit Ihould ercr compel him to fubmjt, • 
Ixis remarks to the criticifm of the world. 

The ftile and form of the compilation, with 
rcfpeA to words and exprdSons, wiii lika> 
■wife perhaps require to be Committed on : 
but the fame liberalj^irtttjf the candid 
' rcader"wiir irame' mt excuf&ih TiisTEnia*af^' 
any part expofed to the fliaftg of criticifin ; 
and kindly omit his remarks, when he fhall 
l(am that the work is brought forward by 

A STUDENTa 
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HISTORY, 

Readers of Travels lite traTcHcTt 
arc rarely fatisfied, till they know fomo 
particulars of tbofe with whom they art 
about to embark, in purfuit of advantagi 
or plcafure : without this knowledge, 
fome diffatisfaiftion,- tw doubt, will fre- 
quently take place in their minds.; Ip this 
view tlicrefore it is that I think proper to 
introduce afew particulars concerning myfelf, 
which, on any other occafioo, would neither 
be fufficiently important or 
merit relation: but as the g 
young men are direfted thn 
by accident than choice, and 
fortunes and misfortunes to Be placed Kx^cr 
at the door of cbanee thvi prcdifpolttionj 
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lb, it vill be ufefnl on this occafioO) to matk 
the courfe which led mc to the Voyage and 
TTravels which I am a^ut to relate, ia ordet 
that the reader may carry the remdnbrance 
cf mycirc'miiitanccsaiidfituaSien in life, and 
die part I a^ed in fame tranfaftions which. 
I have to defcribe ; that I am not an adven- 
turer of pleafmr nor of choice, but one who 
fiastcd from the handle walks of private 
Jlifeioieardi of a competence, and launched 
^o the ocean of the world with np ot)!i£r 
jalot thanneceiEtjr, .or othta- ch<(rt than, 
that of a youthful knowledge of the worfi^, 
^eftJtute of every ftoek but that of indwftiy 
"" ^d an adive dilpoiitioii. 

.- My Fath£r*s family, altboligh not j>q)ul^ 
4ii^iot of ppapcrty, were refpefted for their 
^iodi^y and probity, in the towji of Kingf- 

bufy, TY^'^°S'°'^ County, Ilg-tc of Nev' 
.York,' where I was bom in 1773* Arrived 
ait the age of eighteen, bred up with ft. 

id^^fofiuoa to an^ftive liie in cf>nua(^ with. 

Sfi^ i^KWtrya^ I -^ha ^nfow^^^ to C(^ -. 
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«tf Alsborgh, IB the fete of VertriOHf j 
•khtrc having refided, and ^itneflcd tficf 
■Wildly rode aod pcftnantic beauti«i that -for* 
founded Lake Cbomptain, at the caj <A 
lottfteeft mffli^s I fboHd my ho^ c^ fccccfi 
in buCdel^ difappoiBted, &nd that I 'muA 
l^ecefiuil; Ceek Some sew purT^tt. . 

Scaring k frequcfitty faid tWt a yotiti^ 
ffian of a moderate educatioti and indu&iourf 
febits, ■tvith a good recoinmendation, would 
fee fiiri of an eligible and conftant eiSpIoy- 
ment in the fouthem ftates, after advifing 
■with my friends and making the neceffary 
preparations, I determined to proceed for . 
Charlefton, South Carolhia. I fct out fc* 
BeftbQ ott faorfe-back, where I arrived witii 
btit any very interefting adventiirt, and fisoti' 
obtained a piffage by ,fea for GbarleftM!* 
■where laftivtdmaoiia^afterleavrogSoftGa 
Harbojir, heartily iick of my frftfeatTOjage 
*i-asl caiUcd-it*- / ■* -■ -■■^'i^■^ 



MycircwmftaBccsaiidpTo^ftsonjaniving: 
inCharldlon by no meatts equalled my want* 
or cxpeftalifflis; Difappbinfcjl "hopea, and 
the ftill predominating turn of my difpoCtion,- 
prompted mc to new purfuits, urged on by; 
the more potenT ftunulus of ncccility, and 
my efforts were redoubled, but without 
Jiiccefs. While in this unfettled ftate, ao- 
X)Ser was made me of a fituation on board i 
Cuinea Tradcrj the fhip had been "delayed" 
through the want of a fupcrcargo. I was fuf- 
ficiently qualified, and happy did I confid«r 
myfelf in obtaining a'fituation reputable initt 
Eaturcsnd highly profitable in prrfpcft. 

V?j£ failed from Charldlon the ift gf Pec^ 
■■l793,on board the (hip Charlefton, J*;Con- 
jieliy mafter, biirlhen 400 Tons ; and sftef 
a paffagc partly boiftcrous, and frequently 
becalmed for .fevcral days, wc made the illc& 
frfDclosonthc 17th January 1794. - :--r 

Thefe iflands arc nine In mimber, .an4 
ilbrd harbours and fafe anchorage in deep 
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■water for flnps of any burthen j they areCr 
leagues from the main land of Africa, -!□ ix 
dcg. 30 min. fouth !at. they are inhabited 
by French and Englilh faftors, who find thor 
account in living ea-thofc iflands in prefer- 
ence to the main, particularly from thcf' 
circumftances of accommodation for their 
Clips, which lye here with the greatcft fafety 
m aS Tfeatbers, and that thdr fiaves cannot 
«afily efcape. The Haves are in thofe Hands 
fftfiercd to go ax large, withont chains, con- 
trary to the cuftoim on the continent. Tbt 
iurface of the iflands is barren and rocky^ 
but there is abundance of fine frefli water ; 
ind pFovifitms are procured with fuciitty. 

From the h&on here we learned that the 
£bo and Golo Kings had beea at war, the kt- 

. ttrof whcanhaTingbeen'defeatedjandagrcat 
part of his army had falleS into the hands of 
the conqueror, they therefore advifeftira to 

* pro(%ed for the Seys-pon^o rivers Jilja^i!^ 
leagues foutlt weftward, and. fitoni'-tfiedc^ 
^ accdfe to the Eh oation would '^tafily 
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fecured, by a paflage up that river and froax 
thence by land, about three hundred miles 
from the mouth of this river j they fumiflied 
us with further direftions, and allured us 
of a certain and good trade. 

Agreeablyto this infomiation, we provided 
ourfelves with fuch riecefTaries as the faftors 
could afford us, and proceeded for ihe Reyo- 
J>ongo, which we made on the5th of Febru- 
jiry, and after chufing a proper fituatioii, 
came to anchor in a handfome harbour wiihin 
the northern bank, three leagues from thie 
month of the river, clofe to the lliore, in 
view of a hixurianl country, low, and thinly 
covered with fcattercd woods, and pictu- 
refque coUeftiJtas of ree.d. The oppoGte fide 
of the river appearing In perfpeftive, more 
bold and rifmg in proportion to its diftance. . 

The countiy bore tlie appearance of being 
fi-equently overflowed, which we. afterwards 
learned to be the cafe^ tjie banks were 
however coveted with the moit exuberiulf 
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15 
richnefs, the air was not^ intcnlely hot, 
the clearnefs of the fliy charming, and the 
nights delightfully ferene and tranquil. 

The river abounds with fiflj, of which we ' 
caught feveral, different in form from any 
that I had ever feen ; and the crocodiles 
from numbers and fize may be confidcted as 
in their native empire when in the Reye- 
pongo ; here the number of beautiful iQands 
formed by the windings and divifions of me 
river into branches afford them a fecure and 
peaceful retreat. 

The tree moft prominent and confpicubus 
is the palm of various fpecies, but particu- 
larly one which I underftood to be peculiar 
to Africa, which I Ihall have occafion 
fubfeqently to dcfcribe, wiih a traficty of 
ufes to which it is converted, ' ShtJ ttliich 
renders its value ineftimable to the natives. ' 

• ; . On the 6th February we wcre'vijlt^.By 
numbers of the natives, who ofie?ed,tfl^ 



j6 
with OS fruit and ivory for our hardware* j 
bat findiog after wc had cxchaoged a few 
articles, that they belonged, to a nation which 
had been before reprcfented to us as thinly 
inhabitoi, and that we could aot accommo- 
date ourfelves here at wc wiOicd, we made 
flfe of them to obtain infannation cOTcenung 
the country of the £l>o king. We fortu- 
jiateiy found an interpreter acquainted with 
that country and the trade, him we engaged, 
and an expedition was immediately deter- 
Qiiaed upon by the captain. 

After fome confultation, no perfon ccMjld - 
be found fo Aiitable for the journey as 
■ piyfelf, and the captain propofcd it to me. 
On viewing. the dangers and difficulties that 
muft be nccefiarily attendant on a journey of 
this kind; in which I was ■■^norant of the 
country, and its languages, and without any 
knowledge of the duties of the charge, but 
fuch as might be derived from inftruftions 
that could not be ea^Jefted to apfJy in all 
caSiaf%at m^ occWi I was.airerre to the 



<7 
attempt, and declined in engaging in it j 
my reafons were not deemed fatisfaftory by 
the captain, whofc orders I muft obey, and 
■after obtaining as full an account as the poor 
negro interpreter could afford me, I was 
obliged to provide the neceffaries for tlie 
journey, arranged my affairs on board the 
£hip, and prepared for the expedition. 

An enterprize fo hazardous, will natu- 
rally be conceived as undertalfcn with confi- 
derable anxiety and apprehenfion. I was 
not deftitute of refolution, nor unufed to 
hazardous expeditions ; and a habit of 
perfeverance acquired on the borders of the 
extenfive American Lakes, and on the fides 
of the iGreen Mountains, could not be 
inaufpicious to an adventurer fo yoiing, and 
much poffeffed of the fimgum^ confidence 
peculiar to that period of h+e — I 1 ad but 
barely entered on the coa\fe of a journey, 
in which the flatteiing al]u)-*.uients of profit 
■were too potent to be conqucJsd hj L i£sar 
forebodings ! ^ 
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I now fatisfitd myfelf of tfic knowledge? 
of my guide, of his acquaintance with the 
languages of the people, and with the courfe 
of the route which we were to purfue ; and, 
having taken precautions to cultivate a kind 
underitanding between my future fellow^ 
traveller and companicm, I provided myfetf" 
witli a ftock of ammunition for fport and 
defence, with a cafe of piftols in my belt, 
a fufd on my ihoulder, and a hanger by ray 
fide ; my friend Hurdee I fiimiflied with k 
good fowling piece, a fword, a handfomc 
bow and arrows, pnrchafed in the neigh- 
bouring village, fome powder, fliot, flints', 
trinkets, and a quantity of rum. Wi:th thefe 
wc landed and fet out on the morning of the 
fourth of February, accompanied by a 
cruod of the natives, men, women and chil- 
dren, who appeared anxious to do us every 
-fort of kindnefs, and aid us by their good 
oiHces. They affifted us in plucking fruit 
ajid pafling over the creeks and guile^s 
acrofs which this days route lay. They left; 
us, however, abopt two hours before noon, 
and we retired to the covert to aroid the 
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teat of the fun, and to partake of refrefii- 
ment for the firft time in this expedition. 

About 4 o'clock, P. M. we continued 
our journey nearly S. E. keeping iivdiftailt 
chain „of mountains that appeared like a 
mift, inclining to our left. The river lay 
before us, extending through a traft of 
country variegated with clufters of trees, 
plains, and fpacious fwamps, covered with 
Jofty and clufteriug reeds, or canes. Here 
we could mark on the fides of the rivulet 
the traces of the voracious crocodile, which 
finds in thefc receffes a fecure retreat. Here, 
likewife, the windings of poifonous ferpents, 
of which Africa affords fuch mukitplicd 
variety,, are frequently obfer\'ed. In . the 
courfe of this evening my heart frequently 
palpitated with alarm, and my apprehepiifHis. 

-figured the wide jaws of the dreadful ammal, 
or the poifoned tooth about to ftrike me, 
and fipifli, by a miferable death,- my journey 

- -aiid my c;'-res. ■ My fellow traveller was ugt- 
dellitute of vivacity, and being a ftrangejr 
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to fear from this quarter, took occafion, 
■when he faw me thoughtful as we walked 
along, to call my mind into aftion by 
explaiaing fomc of the African terms, which 
in the end proved of great utility. 

After about two hours march, we reached 
a deep ravine ; through this it was neccfiaiy 
to pafs, in order to gain the hills which we 
had to crofs the cnfuing day, and at the 
foot of which we were to take our repofe 
for the night, . The fide upon which we 
flood was marfhy, and that oppofite to us 
fliaggy, and covered with thick irregular 
underwood. We had been fearching for 
. a place convenient to ford, the curredt 
apper.ring too rapid, and too deep, to ven- 
ture acrofs with perfeft confidence, when, 
as I was loft in a momentary refleftion, ray 
companion fuddenly roared out that there 
was a crocodile — •! had fcarcely power to 
move : a fudden ruftling in the reeds, wi& 
a loud plunge in the water, left me totally 
ftupific4 : Jifwri/ce hadporfued tae animal 
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and caxiScd his plungtiig info the 'water, anil 
«iow returning, roakd me from my terror 
byimmoderatc laughter. Ijudgcd it prudent, 
hovfcvcr, to conceal as much as p<^ble my 
embarntffiQent, acknowledging that I was 
« a flight degree alarmed. We crofled the 
creek in a place that was fordablc, and fpec- 
dily afccnded the Hoping fide of the oppofite 
Jt>ank, which as wc afccnded thickened with 
cbanning timber, and led to a long and 
iffinding nmge of beautifuT hills, at the feet 
of which we could tmcc the river gradually 
narrowing to the eye, and receiiring the 
tribute of a thou&nd little ftrcams that 
flowed froBi the woods, and declivities that 
fs^cnted themfdves in wild but funple 
grandeur, far as the fight could reach in an 
eaftwardly <Mreaion.-'rhe approach of night, 
and the fun fetting behind m, threw' an 
intpofiug ihade over this knd£cape tbat Is not 
eapabie of defcription# 



We concluded to kum oar cocsmpmoit 
-iu one of the valleyi, and accordii^ty:^i]k 



cccded to light a fire, and for tie firtt tim« 
guard agajnft the beafts of prey, the tracb» ■ 
of whofe feet I marked with lively ap^re- 
henfion in the courfc of the day, and to keep 
dear of the monJceys that I leamed to exfieft 
in great numbers, from the accounts my 
guide had aheady given me» 

: We chofe a fituation fotnewhat detached 
from the thickets beneath the rich and lofty 
palm tree, and having collefted wood fuffi- ' 
cient to fuilala lai^e fires during the night, 
"wc dreffed our plain but delicious repail^ 
compoJed ourfelves to reft, and paflcd a 
tolerably eafy night, free from every real 
;danger, although I was ftiil ra fome fear of 
-the wild beafts. 

Our diftance from the villages that wc ha^ 
■left I calculated, to be not more than fixteen 
miles, having purfued with little deviatioB- 
the irregular courfe of the river. To this 
■we were compelled, in order to avoid the 
obftrttftions to which we might have been 
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fut^eAed by th£ inhalntaiits Vfho occafv3n< 
'ally refide, at this feafoQ of the year, .conti- 
guous to the oppofite bank of the rivar. To 
their proximity, Hurdce informed me we 
wight attribute the compofure of the night, 
and my being releafed from the terrific howl- 
ings of wild beafts. 

The opening of the morning was the fignal ' 
for our rifing. Having dreffed our ncceffary 
provifions of goats fiefli over night, wc 
Tcfrefhed as appetite required, and after 
bathing in. an adjac&nt rivulet, we proceeded 
oQ our journey. After two hours travel 
along the llcirtof an irregular hiJI, we difco- 
-vered atfometjiftance, feveral of the qatives 
Scattered apart with bows and arrows : th^fg' 
Hurdee informed me were in purfuit of game.;v 
"We endeavoured to gain the covert of the'' 
wood, but they had alio perceived us,and-had 
formed into two parties, tme of irliich pre-. 
fentt;d themfelves in our way, and appearedl 
-dirpofed to difputeour pafiage. through the , 
path into which we had tiii'hcd. 'Ihty il«>d 
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fiw a conCclaabfe dme with eflrfts (^ iur- 
prize, bv.t v.iihoirt the Icaft appearance (rf 
viokiii btenlioos. In the mean thne, thfi 
other party had approached us at fonse 
diftance behind, where thej alfo ftood fixed 
wiA admiraiion. - 

My unacquaintance with the tenq>er of 
the people, and judging of the'r ferocity by 
circamftances that belonged to the' fcveri 
clnraflcrof tfee lavages of the Americaa 
■Lakes, I fu^eftedr tamyeoBlpanroa my 
feAra of thdr intentions being htrflilc : fee 
made anfwer they were friends, and left *»c 
little opportunity for Further confideration, 
when, he advanced towards .them in a flow 
jiace ; I fdlowcd him in the fame manner. 

When we had reached flic party in front 
within about twenty paces, Hardee fpoke to 
them in their own langnage ; they appeared 
much jdeafoly and approadied us witliout 
further referre ; the &coad pu-ty foon aftier 
joiaed bs likewilc.. 
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My companion informed them of -the 
propofed &gxeat of our. journey } th^ expreC- 
fed much fuiprize at eur undertaking a 
Joumqy of fuch length, vith fo few in num- 
ber, and through countries thickly infdled 
fcy beafts of _preyf this latter part of fheir 
information, however, was concealed from 
jne at that time. A par^y of thefe n^roes 
propofed to accompany- us part of our route, 
to which we aflcnted, and the whole com- 
|>aQy .partook of refrdhmcnt about nooo. 
At 4 o'clock in the evening, as we afcended 
a hill marked by beaten pathways, the 
icraiity of the iky and the ftillnefs of the 
air caufed me to notice the violent agitation 
of a tree at fome diftance before us, on the 
ikirt of a ihady clufter : I pointed it out to 
the guide, and to the negroes } they drew 
me out of the path into, a mote open one, 
and I learned tie following particulais of,^ 
large fnake, whofe fceauteous folds hue 
cumbrous form, I coidd 'difcera upon ap* 
proaching it at a lafe diftaiicew 
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This fpecies of fnake grows to the length 
of 24 feet, being in diameter from fix t.o 
eight inches ; its back is of a deep green, 
intermingled with luminous colours, and Its 
beJiy of a lighter fliade j its motions are (low, 
therefore not dangerous if difcovered in time 
by the traveller. It feizes its prey by 
ftratagera, climbing lofty trees clofe to the 
pathways of men and cattle : thefe it attacks 
by winding its tail round the trunk of the 
tree, and letting its fore folds fall on the 
objeA it means to deftroy ; after crufhing it 
to death in the inftant of furprife, it devours 
Jts victim at leiiure. The negroes complained 
of fome recent mifchief committed in that 
neighbourhood, and Hurdee foggefted that 
the deftrufllon of this fnake with our fire 
arms would be at once eafy to us, and highly 
agreeable to our good natm-cd fellow- 
travellers. 

■■- We accordipgly loaded our guns witll 
two balls eac}!^ and having- taken a conve- 
nient pofition fo a»' to fire together, we 
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pCTCerved from the noife, and the blood 
flowing down the trunk of the tree, that it 
was feverely wounded. It prefently made a, 
moft hideous noife,' and vented its rage on. 
tte branches of the tree, which having torn 
in various direftions, gave us a more clear 
view of his violent ftruggles . 

I was not perfeflly latisSed as to our fafety . 
from its rage, and prepared to complete its 
deftru^tioQ by another difcharge. The 
negroes who had fccn with aftoniihment the 
effeft of our arms, had retired to fome dif- 
tance behind us ; we fired a fecond time, 
and the monfter fell gaiping to the groimd, 
where it lay a few minutes apparently dying \ 
but fuddenly collefting the vigour of defpa- 
ration a^ torture, threw 'itfelf into various 
fonns-:i now it colleftcd itfelf, bloq^^wing 
from Its "wounds, in knots and circles, crufli- . 
ing and bi-eaking the young feph'ngs that , 
that grew within his circuit; exhauftcdby 
its ftruggles and the lofs of blood, ;^he nc- . 
grpcs approached and helped to cemplete^^ 
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thecataftrofiie -with ticir arrows; HUfdee' 
employed his Banger, and- affifted' in cutting 
offfuch parts of ^e animal as they dloft,' 
iWiich-tHefdid'with exultation : ^€f each 
took luch parts as fcited" ihcm, and- night- 
ajiproaching, wcwere conftrajned to feek a 
convenient place of leff. Gte fclitrw travd^- 
Icrs rcfolved to fpend the night with us, 
which- gave me- confiderable plcafopc. "We 
encamped, and fireswerc-kindJed inaJoTcly 
valley. The negroes fell to dfefling their' 
fnake with great glee; and fcaftcd.h'ptrfifr 
ooits dices and ricecafce-j while I prdferrt4' 
fotrie dryed fliip beef, whiah fromprqudice- 
I chofe rather- than thdrUhigh ,fli.vourc(J; 
Imairions. banquet; ' 

' IVcc from the anxieties of the prcviDO* 
n^ht, and ftttigocd by the labouii and 
exertions of thcSay, I lay down in the mjdft- 
pf them, and 0ept andtfturbed' by ntrifc « 
care tifl the break of day» when ! «vokc 
rcfrcfljed amJ^ (icwfiji'- 
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TTie advantage and fecurity derlyed'^Sjia 
bur Innocent and voluntary fcUow travellers,' 
rendered it painful to me to part with '^em ; 
r fignified my wifli that they would', accom- 
pany ns farther ; they expreEed "fome 
reliiflance, but the promifeof a Tew trinkets 
■which I ihewed them prevailed, and thefe 
children of nature, agreed to accompany us 
further ' on our journey, to the foot of 
certain mountains whicli they called Kqiloo*,, 

After bathing, a rule which I refolved tp ■ 
pnrfue every day when the contiguity of 
■water afforded me an opportunity, and 
■which 1 purfued thenceforward ; we.brcak- 
fefted on our ufual fimple fare,' and fet 

for'ward. 

p. . 

■ After a joamey dircft E (J ibont iifteen 

miles, over a beautiful diampaip countrf, 

^ ^we "made ihe.bafiks of ihe nver DuaJy, 

i liinnii^! feom the N. E. which, being too 

rapid and deep to ford, -we ■« ere objiged t<> 

'^i^:^ nui^ccurfc four miles' sJong the bank y" 
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bnt tbe heat pf the day grawii^; uHome, yra 
took to the covacLand refolded to conffiruft 
a rait; we procured, timber, and -having, 
fccurcd them by ropes of withy and viae, 
we crofled at a conyenient bending, and' 
fct ourfelvcs over by poles, aiEftcd with, 
great addrefs by our felbw travelers, with' 
whom wc were aow become completely 
famihar. 

This river difplayed an' abundance of 
various fi{h» of which our negroes caught 
feveral with peculiar ingenuity for our eve- 
ning's repaft; a'ld after a march of four 
hours we gained a rifing ground, ou the fide 
of which we determined to fpend the night. 

Tlie furrounding country in the neigb- 
bourhood of this river is truly luxuriant; 
tbfe foil is foft and loamy, producing a 
variety of elegant flbwermg (hrubs, and iruS 
trees ; among which are the wifd orange and ' 
limes, with tufts ef the rich banna/ia and 
pine apple. We provided ourfelves widi as 
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KOch as we could cany of tbdc rich ftoi«s, 
underftanding that our nextday'sroutcwouk 
be more trkfome and fatiguing. 

We rofc early, and as ufud comfortablj 
refreflicd j my health was never better thai 
r had hitherto expciicnced it in this expc 
dition, and I fceraed to feel an agility o 
mind and body that was fnperior both U 
danger and faligae. 

Tlie accuftomed fonnahties of the broilec 
and roailed, with the morning ddTert ant 
the ^mple beverage, being difpatched, wi 
- fct forward, with a party of our fnendl; 
Africans in front. We had afcended : 
Hoping groqnd, and wiflied to reach by ; 
lefs circuitous route the elevated cpuntr 
■which our little party in advance had gaintrd 
■where we faw and heard them flioiiting .fo 
us to haften, as we underftood it. W 
found much difficulty to form a new path 
but at length fucceeded, and were exceeding! 
alaroied t<> find a, youth of about fevehtee 
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tfewailhig loudlj- : Im iatherj a robuft mTif- 
cle aged cheerful man,, had been bitten ty. 
a large faake which they call the Hoofet 
Ko^el; the animal's head had been cut off 
By the boy, and the body lay writhing at • 
his feet, while he vented liis complaints ancf 
(he bitterncfs of his referitments, in language 
that I could not comprehend otherwife thaa' 
by the vehemence of his aflions, ' and by his' 
emphafis. Hurdee acquainted me with the 
particulajs of the hiMiefl: boy's iinprecationsj 
and I haftened to thfe old nian, whom I found 
in the moft tranquil mannel- applying medi- 
cine to the wound, which was on the cxtc-' 
i^r of his left ftigh- ' The :afttM'ptc to this' 
lijoft poifonous of fnakes' is a fimple rpof,~ 
which the Aiii'cans always carry about them ; 
t'bey chew it to the cohiiftence bf a foft pulp, 
aid apply it like a poultice to thewound ; 
removing it continually as the poifon difco- 
foufs 0je appficatipji, until the chewed root 
itraai'n^'" of its' original colour, when they. 
fciifli the opd-atibn by waQiing the part 
affe*'led tn tlean watfrj'and aor'y'P? a ^^^ 
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portion of ifie rtot, which they iuften with^ 
a bandage over the wound, where Jt remains, 
till die^ core is efiHled. We neceflariiy^ 
halted till the procefs was completed, and as 
it \vas tedious, were coafbalDed to prepare 
&3P dneffii^ <mr nriftday meal earlier thai?. 

The ammaF'that had been thus the caufi; 
of ouF dday meaftri-ed nine feet without the 
head, which w.13 fee and ftmiewhat refcm- 
WiHg the- fore part of ■ the ^Sfe fifll, or btaclt 
fioundcr-, the tongue forked; the body 
thick ; the back of a dirty yeltow and' 
brown, very like the i^ttlefnake. The bfte; 
isi not always curable, to which caufe mult; 
he attributed the grief of the boy; his 
father, however, appeared no wife difcon- 
certcd, arid we had the pleafure to fee the 
application conae from the Wound without' 
the lead appearance of poHon, after about 
three hoars applicajlfeiii . The "Attention of 
thcfe innocent peojrfc in their woanded bro^- 
tlisr, tJlct afflivtty ^*kin4jic^ hi la-ocioin^ 



the antidote and encoufaging him- not fear,. 
was extremely impreffive, and fuch as is not 
always to be feen among more polUhcd 
people. 

I examined the head of this fnake, an* 
*he Africans pointed to me the cavitifs 'a\ 
which he conceals his venom of death. It 
is contained in a fcck, at the roots of the two 
teeth anfwering to the canine teeth j tlie 
upper and lower jaws, are likewifc armed 
with each a finaller row of teeth, ufed as I 
fijppofcilbr raaftication only. The Africans 
defcribe the effefls of this poifon as extremely 
Ijidden and dreadful, if the antidote is not 
immediately at hand : in this cafe, the body. 
is faid to fwell to tm uncommon bulk, with 
excruciating torture : the fwelling continues 
tjll the body burfts, when death follows and , 
clofes the -^ene. 

We had. a. difficult journey for the next 
day, k was . therefore agreed to gain the 
<^em Ude of the hill, or rather mountain. 
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upon wlilch' wc now were, and having fct 
out about 3 o'clock, wc reached the fummit 
by an eafy march, through ,a broken and 
"unequal piece of ground ; and at about 7 
o'clock, being much fatigued, we reached 
an agreeable fituatlon, where we propofed 
to reft for the night. 

The cuftomary preparations of collefting' 
■viood for iirc, and arranging our rations of 
food, were fcarcely made, when one of the 
Africans figniJied with fomc alarm that he 
fawa.iireat feme diflance. I hai feeu a 
fmall blaze myfelf, a few minutes before j 
but felf no- fenfe of alarm at it, more than t 
ihould at any other ordinary occurrence, 
from being unacquainted with the danger. 
The diflance might be about three leagues, 
and it was on a mountain from which we 
were fcparated by a deep and gloomy valley'^ 
I found that Hurdee as" well.-M my other 
companions were extremfly uneafy, and 
fignified that it would be preferable fo. 
removq, -to a fituation where wc femicTi^ 
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be covered from the danger of our fire's 
hieing feen at a dlftance. We accordingly 
bent our courfe to the fouthward round the 
contiguous hill J and after a march of abotiit 
a mile and a half, found a convenient ftielter 
Bnder a lofty cIifFof rocks, *here we con- 
frtved to drefs fome Venifon, caught the pre- 
ceding day by one of our Africans, in a 
fnare that he had fet for the puiyofe. Wc 
paffed the night to a'later''hour ihan ufual, 
in converiation with our compariions, :who 
■were to part with us, oji their return, ih the 
morning. We flept till the. ufnal hour the 
next "morning without alarm. The diftaiice 
irom the "water we found: to be a very.feverC 
inconvenience ; To we haflcned our dry repaft, 
arid having diflributed, as I propofed, a 
Variety' of trinkets among our good natured 
friends,' we faw the old man and his fon 
flcpart in perfeft health and fpirits, and with 
fome evidences of regret at our fcparation, 
a fefltiment which came home to my bofott( 
wiUi new and redoijljled fenfibili^. 
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Itints Tun to -repine, and refolution to 
pcrfevere and fortitude to bear, were now 
riie oifly feelings that could be of ufe to us. 
I determined to brave every apprehcillion— 
and in a critical time, for we were now on 
the confines of a nation of whofe pacific dif- 
pofition my guide fuggefted fome fears ; a 
matter the more alarming to me, as it was 
not his ufual charaifter hitherto to betray 
fymptoms of alarm. 

We purfued our journey, keeping the 
dcepeft covert bf the woods, occallonally 
afcending every prominent ground that could 
afford a profpeft of the country before us. 
This day for the firft time I faw a Panther ; 
he was difcovcred "by Hurdee; he came 
frequently in %hti but hung down his head 
and retired into fome neighbouring thicket 
whenever we turned round to look at him'. 
My guide, fimply enough, faid that the 
beaft was terrified at feeing a white man, and 
tc fhis caufe it was he attributed his retiring, 
■wbcQ I turned round. Such, howeirer, wa« ' ■ 



the feft; for when 1 kept advancing and /Tar- 
/iff remained a few paces behind, the animal 
fcmed to redouble his pace forward till I 
turned round, and he then retreated whh 
equal precipitation. 

My companion fuggefted a fear that he 
might cUmb a tree aad fpring upon us, as 
he faid it was a common praftice with 
thofe animals; and being obliged ftill to 
travel through the woods to avoid difcovery 
by the natives, it was no lefs dangerous for 
us (o fire our guns. Hardee feared captiU'C, 
as he faid he (hould certainly be deftroyed, 
if taken, and that I Ihpald be kept at Icaft 
a confiderable time a captive, perhaps till 
ranfomed. Night approaching with this 
choice of difficulties, we refc^vcd to retire 
intoa thick reccfsy and there keep large fires 
burning all night j to ficep and watch tgr 



Having cliofen our lodgment and kindJed 
our flres we fupped as ufual ; I determified 
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to keep the- firft watch j Hardee had laia 
dowa to fleep, and I was parading clofe to 
the fire, when Hurdee, who had heard the 
found of fteps on the ground fuddenl;^ 
ilarted up and ran to his gun : I direfled 
iam not to fire but at my order, and fliould 
I fire, not to difcharge his piece, till I (hould 
bavc loaded. We could hear the trampling 
of a foft foot, and the riiftling of the bufhcs 
clofe on our left, but could not determine 
■whether it proceeded- from man or beafl. 
We were foon , fatisfied however thaf it itfis 
our morning vifitor, whom we could fee 
croinngand recrofling an opening in our front 
■where the fire was low : wc therefore renew- 
ed our fire, and tlu'cw feveral pieces of the 
' lighting wood in the track of the ^mal, 
■who we found retreated fnortifig, aad grow- 
Ung. . Finding ourlelves thus fuci^sfu], \r'e 
kept our fires altematdy well lighted^ and 
obtwned a troubled fleep, but fufficiait few 
a moderate refreihrnent. 
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, : In the moraing we purfiacd our route 
rather to the eaibnrard, the mountain £4e 
bending oS in that dire^on. The moniing 
fan fhined extremely hot through the thick- 
ets, and we could difcem a variety ofvild 
aziimals, fuch as I had never feen befi»%4 
the monkeys were very numerous, and fere- 
ral leopards beautifully fpotte^ paffed us 
afirighte^, moiUyinpsdrs, ;; 

About noon wehad gsiined higher groohd, 

(he woods grew thinner, wid we had an ccca- 

fisnal profpeft'of aa open, but mouatainoas 

traft 6f couatjy, extremely roanantic, but 

dreary in the diflant appearance. We loi^ 

•4ered through die heat of the day iffl 4 feadf 

ravine ac glen, worn thrpu^ tocks and' {ao4h 

by {bffi^s frcan fprings in ^^ bofom of (be * 

raountain j bar. we ,tfiijoy?d ^e plcafaif 

of bathing, aad aH^reeaWe ref^ «f ^^ild 

■ fimts. . . ■ .. J 

■"■ . . . 3 ■ 

The courie that we had lutherto pnrfucd 

vas tedious,, and though ootdeitilute^ 
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plcafiiKS vns fottgmi^ and attefided " with 
danger. We had calculited the diftancc we 
had come as well as we couhl^ and concluded 
that we inuft be not far fr<»a the tittle Congo 
river ; we determined to follow the courfe of 
the taTioe, to the place into which the water 
di£:IraigC8 itfelf ; often were we on the verga 
of retracing the path we had come up to the 
fiimmit, the fatigue was fo excedive, and 
the heat refiefted from the rocks and a. 
ehaUcy loam on the fides of the ravine be- 
came intolerable; it became neceflary to 
take up cm nights reft in this glen, where 
we refted well but with our fires^ as ufual. . 

* Eaily HI the morning we purfucd' o«r 
t&ate downwards : the defcent hctaine lefs- 
fteep, and the water accumulating, gradually 
fermed a <Jeep rivulet. About 10 p'doclf,i, 
we had the fatisfaftioa of feeing the.Mfinding 
of a beautiful little river, flowir® with 
geotlenefs along the Ikirts of the hiils. : Vlgy 
concludtd k ihirfl- fall into the CongOy .and; 
«Keordmgly refolded to coaftnidajCi& to- 
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eri^.'' After f<»ne labour' we vffeBted oos 
' parpofe, and gained the Ofipofitebaok abottf 
eight miles down. Here we could percei've 
the track of human feet : we, in coii&* 
qucnce, detctmiaed to change eur coucfc 
dire^y S.£. though the champaign land!)^ 
and to keep the ihade, wkit^ was but fight, 
confiding of trees thinly' fcattered and . of 
Jlcnder growth, interfperfcd with a tree lik* 
the' wild, date, and the palm tree in great 
variety. About 5 o'clock, when we had 
walked" aboot an hour and a half after din* 
ner, we came unexpefledly upon a town of 
the natives. The huts flood fcattered irrc* 
gularly in our fronts and the appearance <rf 
iallow land ftrctchcd'off ecmtiguoUs to than 
on the right and rear. Fortunatrfy, the 
viflage *^8 defcrtedi but we could obfervc 
.on an open citation the fmoke of domefUc 
fires at the dufk of evening, a conCderable 
way to the caftward. We were obUged 
once more, with reluflance, to feek the 
■woods to the fouthward of u? j and encamped 
■thai ni^t amid die hwrors of the defert, 
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Acroauing of the tyger, and odur BeaA* 
tb^:.luBiit the Dcighbouiiiood of the BOOr 
cent &w^. 

We flqpt none this night ! — Its hwrow 
^re (liU awake in my memory, and I fhudder 
when I recall them! — Our fires appearoi 
fcarccly fuffident for onr proteftion. Wc 
hcar^,the ftep of the heavy breathing tygcr, 
his horrid, broken, panting afptation : this, 
with the thrilling fcreama of ihejackatly the 
yell of the wild dpg, and the ruftling of the 
leaves and branches, oa levcral Udes, kept ue 
in a ftate of terror that cannot be conceived^ 
but by thofe have experienced fiich fituations, 
and fcen the glaring eyes of the moft feror 
.clous animals rolling -within a. few paces,' 
and ' ready to pounce uiy>n and tear the 
trembling viftim to a th«ifand pieces. 

. Thinking it boll, whm-day jpyfiilly broke 

in upon us, to quit ^is .n«ghbourhoa<|, 

■where the vacated village already pointed oyfc 

, li uramiug thM we h^d negle^d, ,of tlip 



dsutgerou cburfe we were {niribing; mt 
det^mkied to |Krdfer t!be, rifqxte of ej^faitt 
to our own fpccies, than to theB»nilct9.df 
the wood, and again bent our courfe to tbc 
caftward. About 1 1 o'clodt, *e were fur- 
i»ifed by two of the natires, armed wrdi 
bows and arrows, apparently kimting^ A 
half fcrcam expreffcd the fitil emotioM 
of &cix ferprize ; our coniufion was no leift 
extreme, perhaps it was mOTe fo. They 
retired fbftly to fbme diftaoce, and hnnaedi^ 
ately ran away with infinite fpeed, Ziod we- 
foon loft fight of them. 

. My perturbation may be coBcdTved. I 
revolved paft^ prcieiU, and' future, with thft 
rapid glance of regret and apprehenfion :— 
Hurdeei too, wa»l(^ in rrfcflion ; but foon 
colleftcd himf^, and endcavoored- toxhecr 
me. We lamented that we had not kept 
the margin of the great river, where bur 
^dangers could not have been- greater thM 
■they now were j and that our journey could 
'■not be many days longer.- Ifewtheabftuv 
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db^ o£ thi» aftrat-wiiHom ;. bat it teaded.it^ 
roufe me., Dundee could Hot diftinguifli of 
-what oation. they were : he fuppofed they 
jsught be of the- Ebo countrj, but they alfo 
refembled natives of the Gaiioi from whicb 
"we could not be very diftant. If ttuy wer^ 
of the former, we might deem omfelves 
feciire} if the Jattcr, therewas.fome daager : 
!we' Gonclv^d it to be Aifeft to get- out qf 
,thbii- way* Hurdee fqggeftcd that, their 
furprize Was prinelpallj excited, t^ the. fight 
of a white maa ; and that curiofity,. as wcU 
as od^ motives, might t^pt them .to 
-fi^ow 99 with^alarg^ body of mcp. W^ 
made for the ^d^acmt- Jullg, and as we 
afcended them, could obferve % ^merous 
baly of the BativesjKiriumg ;&iB;(»U|rfi: we 
Jbftd t3^£en E ytt acc(»dif^l^ chaaged. our 
■cotzrfc hom the !$■ £• to die 2iF. £^ ijad 
:xuhernti.t]i3b val&ed^ ^. 

We had to cc«{8 a nuMJittaiQ,. «a$ aftflr 
* labouring to its fummit, we became expofe^ 
^om the want of cover, there being liti^ 
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"rffe of vegetation but a light herbage and 
brufti wood. We viewed them from an 
elevated ground as they croffcd open patches, 
and then crept on our hands and knees, and 
crouched behind chfters of the thicket to 
prevent difcovery. 

From the different views we had of them, 
we eftimated them at about three hundred 
in number : they were armed with clnbs^ 
lances, bows and arrows, and kept their 
ufual order of b^tlc m a very c<HapaA body. 
Hurdee now feemcd fatisfied thsit they were 
of the Galla iiatioa^ and he was certain we 
inuft be the objefls of their purfait. 

Wc refolvcd to keep them in view, and ^ 
watch till they fhquld encamp, when- wc' 
might take advantage of the' night to conntep*. 
march them : we did fo, and embraced the 
cover of the night to return to our former 
courfc dircft to the eaftwawl. - : ■ . . 
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■ This xrhoh night wc travelled without 
eeafing, under conftant alarm from the roar- 
ing of wild beafts. The night was exccffive 
Aaik, and we could not difcem any objcfls 
at' a great dMlaoce. I drew the charge from 
one of my piftols, and when we heard a' 
ruftling among the bufhes near us, burned 
priming, as the oalj expedient we could 
dcvife befide firing Ihot, which we . would, 
not do, left we fliould alarm our purfuers. 

About day break my companion trod 
upon a fmall green Ihake, which bit his 
right leg clofe to the outer ankle. I vss 
much alarmed J but he very coolly took 
ferae of the root out of his . pouch, and 
chewing it as the good old African had befcffie 
done; the juice of the root was white like ; 
Milk, but on applying it to the wound it 
changed to a yellow, di(agreeabfe colpur-S' 
having repeatedly applied i,t, antil the juje^ " 
T/as no longer difcdoured, he tied a baftiil^ 
ToUnd it, and we jjurfued our route, happy 
that he had efcaped fo well. ' ' 7- , 
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This root I have rqjcatc^ ftenj but 
irom a neglefl of concerns fefsimpOrKint ftjr 
the time, I unfortunately did not bring it 
with me. Tlie lofs of my fight would 
prevent me from knowing it, 'fhould it be 
commoii in our country ; which . I think 
probable, as the American Indians fay they 
poffefe the knowledge of a fimilar powerful 
antidote. This root appears to me as afling 
upon the poifon by decompofing it by fome 
peculiar quality of its_ own juice. It Is 
certain, that the jwiTon docs not remain in the 
wouud ; and from the colour of the juice 
being changed, I fuppofe, it muft be by 4 
decompofition pf ihe coiiftituent parts ; fOT 
a change in its properties and appearance is 
certainly effefted*. 

* 'A difcoTe'rjr was made a few years ago m ihe 
Eafl Indies, by a phyfieian, that the £iu de Leitci^ 
commonly ufed as a reHorativc, by perioas oC^eiroui 
liabit, U a fovereign antidote to the pQifoiiisTS^noft 
tenomous rfpttle. A c^iiety of cjesj Bf^KiiS^ was 
tried and found to baffle the, poifon of ih^^fiuvH CapdU 
of India* and that of the deadly brown aiddcr, hare 
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Hunger,, which we had djfregarded m the 
moments of terror, now came on with the 
utmoft force ; and our drkd beef and other 
provifions growing fhort, it was iiecefary 
tfiat wefiiould fcek for fome frefli provifions.' 
We were not^ fufficiently remote from die' 
palla men to truft. to our fire arms, j but 
Hardee being expert with hi«->bew^' 9nd 
arrows, we refolved to ufe them andr fparc 
our powder and ihot. 

been pnbEflied in tlic AGaric Refearchcs. A table fpooaiul 
lias been found fufficieot: it is uken ioternaliy and ap- 
iplied externally with as little lofs of time as pofflble. This, 
rt it probable, afted by the volat. alk. which is its chief 
ingiedient, neatralizing the virulence of the poifon.^ 
Might not the vegetable alkaline principle exill io the juice 
of our antidote above in a ftate either detached oreafily 
feparable, fo at to neutralize the matter Waoilbft in a . 
foiilar manner? This ia merely coajedtufe^ W;may be 
well worthy thefaither attention of medic^ m^nj kt: 
if found juft, Boihing more ;ivilI,-be.,foupd necefl'^ry for 
cure the biip of a fnake. thaq- the.appUcation of a litde 
p<tl>alh. ' . • ■ '■'-...'' 



He accordingly let fly at the firil aniilLal 
yre met, and it fell, we could fipd bq wound, 
but a flight OBC in the leg. We cglle^fcetl 
■wood, inade a firt, and were about to drcfa 
Qur prey, whcfl lo ! k difappeiared. We 
were about togo infcarch of fomc other 
onimaj, when we fouod it milling in thG 
buQies, ittid foon retook it. In fbxpe and 
colour it refembled the Op^vm^ except that 
ir ' ■r.i3 r.o rouch or falfe belly j the hair alfii' 
\: ■■•■ irMch 'liorter — However, when drelTed, 
it tailed dclicionily; and after breakfctft, fot 
the fuft time, wc lay down to fleep. 

We awoke about lo o'clock, tolerably, 
refrelhed ; and having yet to pafs a moun- 
tain which we hoped would be the lail, we 
judged it prudent to keep on the verge; trfthfe- 
woods, between that and the top of tbe-- 
afcent. About 4 o'clock we difcovered fires; 
at a diftance, and veftiges of population in 
the pathways which interfered cadi other, 
and appeared newly trodden. The appear- . 
ances of populafioo to the northward were 
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wof diftiaguifhable} siad therefi»>:, appre- 
hending that wa approadied franc of thofc 
numerous nations, that cortftantly inhabit the 
luxurious coimtries in the neighbourhood of 
the Congo River "near its fources, and the 
charming Vallies atthefcct of the Galla moun- 
:taos'on the fouth aod eaftera fides s -we 
aietenDiQed to be circuinipe^, and proceed 
by eafy joumics to avoid fidling into the 
hands of cither of them. 

Night was approaching feft, wfe tad 
dcfcended the mountain towards the E. fome- 
■what fouthw»dly, and the fun was ab*cady 
hidden from ns by r':ie hdghts we had palled, 
■which threw their fliadows over- the beau- 
tiful valGee that we could jufl diftiriguifh^ 
expanded to a boundlefs diftance before m. 
We determined to proceed llowly towards the 
low country, and repofe once more fecurc 
from the t«Tors of the foreft ; to view the 
csuntj-y the next day, and to take fuch fteps 
fts might be' moft like to oifure oar fafe 



54 ■ 

arrival, no* that we could ncrt be reiQOtc 
from the place of deftination. 

A few motikies, whofe chattering was 
no longer deemed an annoyalnce, aftfir oilr- 
;icquaintaiice with founds To chilling and 
yerrific, were our only ' diftiwbcrs during 
tiie night J — we flept peaceably, and rofe 
with the dawn. . - . . 

Having agreed to reconnoitre the coinitry 
before we Ihonld proceed, we made a kind 
of fc^ival of this charming morning. We 
unpacked our powder, and repacked our 
fiints, and trinkets j we cleaned our arms," 
&nd by the time we had partaken of a plai- 
tiful brcakfaft, the fides of the green hills 
and plains beneath us. Were difclofed to 
our view by the opening fun, in a ftyle of 
verdure and beauty truly delighting. The 
light fliades of the Hoping hill cm the north- 
caftem afpeft, contraftcd by the d^fliy hue 
of the valleys on the foutheni and wcftern 

D«].ii.t..Googlc-- 



53 

fides; and the iircgukrity of the fliad« caft 
Jby the profile of the .more clerked hills, an 
the plains .fcattered through the .wiodii^ 
■(rallies, gradually defcending, and the whole 
^TOfpeft vividly brightning. without mift or 
- cloud in the horizon, altogether exhibited, 
a fcene of ferenc grandeur that warmed ag' 
beart and made me almoft. forget the incoa- 
^enienqes' I had foAainod. 

T The cotintry was thickly pecked, the 
marks of cultivation .were vifibic cai the fides 
of the declining {Jaias,.and on the level; 
bnt no liver could be ften^ , We confidcrcd 
it. hovexer, ^ at no great dillance, .ai]d 
. ijciblved to pafs the day as a.time of :Pcft, Md 
. to-purfue-our journey under the proteftioa 
'of night to avoiddifcoveiy,. until we fliould 
^udge that we had.gaieed -UiecCpuntry.of the 
£AaKing. _. 

c After a pleafeiit dinner we wcftt to rcpofc 
^jreparatory for the nights travel, we awoke 
about fun-fet, immediately de&cnded to the 

E 3 
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•alley, asi&t forward f wccbntin»^4liii 
Boiyfe for four nig^ ireqnendf fscati^ 
Fitb fetdmcnts, tnd ^nnigbg stir voviSt 
thro* the neareH woods to ^sdA &« JbautU* 
ttf mea }^ Jtring iQwn o^ pipnfions; o^'Af 
&xuts vfUdb wa gadicced in afauodimce J* 
"9* faScd tiaag. 

The country wc iadaaai gasiad.vxs.aBOt 
more apparently very fertile and watered; 
with Jtd? rivulets, which proiiii&d m -the 
pleafnre of #eedily,gaiaii^,, the banks of: 
tliat river, for whiji we J^ long lookt^ 
with Sdung- eyes. On the morniiig of die- 
fifi^ .day before ii^nuircy we fczdbed :thia.. 
bank, -mi vKte fartxmaxe enot^ to &34 
means to|)iUB it without difficp!tyj»- danger} 
BQW we cbn£dcredoiu^6lveE, u die ai^xiaieif - 
afier-a Joag voyage, axrjved at the deiliiKd 
port. 

Tbc paths frmn the mcrwercjwMtf.jio;- 
longer objects to he ibuimcdl^: i^ . {na^ao^ . 
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^iir f^KSflWR al«»aej tte inlwbitaaii, 
wko Soifrp* *(»r tow, i«4 idWW in 
cQuMffljWc wn*sra, wi* *» to)*': »fm» 

jightRl:u|ivi& plnfura, feisg Aey vew 
'.fticniji, ga»e his gonjo roe,, sir)d inide ftp 
'lifiisUiigniilof peasM!, by'lli«uMng ¥« arrows 
aiidlMmgiagliisb«iroT«Huslhoulde»> T^f 
^hea ipprilachc(}lM»t>i!,»>ld lw<idiv»«4 'P 
Ihcn bU )x» tniltoife, BlBng tbeg> WP 
meKoB 6w«ay-fcom the .€■{>;«§(> itpitio ^ 
Xiig <Q trade,' «n wiiuh tiiey retmnei to 
jkatfe 3»i faov, and toM him lKe~w^:^ReJ- 
.^cagrKi,'aad&Duldbe veUT6ceiy6£l< :' '^ 
.' ^- •■■'.- . 

■ TplbpUToi ^dxreriag ttiy arai3~likei«rc, 
j&nit j&r^bf adviied ew not, thinTtmg ttut as 
■&ef were Tefy&ajxe in tdiat coiuitry, sad 
^doTHquesdy highly :rab]abje, thcj:ailghC 
r%t«.|irQl^ted.to detaulhem. . - -j r . ;. 



T3ic cafe aarf good hum<«- with which we 
were receiTed was to mc moft confoHtary', 
and I took it to be a moft flattering ^refage 
of the fuccefs to attend our laborious and 
.dangerous enterprize.' Wcwere eotiduftcd 
into one of thar hbufesj^H- bifls, conlpbftddf 
'flight timbers or branches &nk Jn Sie ear^, 
or in an artificial bank of earth' railed aboW 
a foot, above the ordinaf^ level of thc'fcitc 
of the village.* The fops of the huts arc 
round,' or dome like, formed very riidety 
"into that (ha:pe,- by bending . the tops of t3ie - 
Tjranchcs toward th,« centre^ wd ticwr t^Mg 
-them with flender faplings t» 'Cach ^her. 
The broad and ian-llkc branches of the pabi 
and date tre?, tied by their licms on the 
outfide, and the points downward, fchn 
their covering or tliatch. Repeated hiyets^ 
of thefe materials, and the ikins of aoimals, 
^aiie fiirtbcr ufei to defend iiicfc humble 
■'habitations from die moft fcvere-iains ; ani 
.'as -the domcftic offices of cookwy, «id their 
' jjude h^adicraft works are perftMiBcd iilJfe: 
Open air, or iii4he ihade of brancl^ag' txc«^ 
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■which here are nercrdifrobed of their foliage, 
thdr fmall dtrellings are not iacommodcd by 
this fort of family bufiaefs. The infefts fo 
troubtefomc in waJro countries, efpecially 
■adjacent to woods or low grounds, arc kept 
alofif by the inartificiai expedient of a thiclf 
jCmoke produced byfireS kept(:oi!.ftantlylight- 
£dy and cotnpofed of the dung (^ their cattl^ 
or a C0njp0lition of leaves of trees or recd^ -. 
and rotted timber k^t in a ftate of mtHftare. 

Thcfc artificijd clouds had not yet diHipated 
in ray new habitatitm, and the cffcft on my 
«ycs was confideraWy painful : through mj 

friend Hurdle care ^»s taken to eafe 

that head, , and a .tepaft was fooo fervi 
of which we partook with minds and 
lites that converted the habitation i 
faVage into a palace, and .gave a rel 
jhc foQd equal to that, enjoyed by the 
rious. Seated on the fiopr, oq ikio 
mats fpread for us, we feaftcd on frcd 
Vpfi^ e^is of .nuuze'roaAed, and for Qur f 
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jfjJk and pafan xriac. : : -, >. . 

Hie people bad cangbt' the itrfbhiiUMaj 
on all fides, c^ the arrival (tf ooe t^ tfa<^ 
estrawdioaiy aniniUB a wfaice man, and aU 
tiirooged, ^gcr as k appeared to diicover 
whether k refcoibled the m^ orThemoakus 
of their owa country { ion iucb k appeared 
vere die' cem^ariroDs they laadie, and ift a 
manner, as I afterwards undeiftood, no viic 
flattering -to^ the jmdc of a fiiir ikm- 

The womoi appear among (he Afrkaia 
to be endowed wkh the fcxual atttaaiitc of 
cwiqfity, in commoa with thofe of all caher 
colours and coontries : they thrqnged foreaM^ 
around me, and fo crowded that I found it 
ncceflary for the faJce of air, and to gruiff 
turiolity at once, to Tralk abroad. • Th^ 
children looked with wonder, -and the wtsneS 
according to thar age or temper tStte^* 
roared out in l^;fatcr^ orda^ieathe^^KAdsi 
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V .thic^. were e&{£ a£e&cd./ Stane-opcaeA 
m.y hair, others examined mj jacket' asii 
trowfen; my fleevc buttons amufed on«, 
and- the fxiMof .tceyikazt soa^dc -y mf hair, 
■wiidi had by thcar cuiiofity or accident- 
become loofe, was die objcd of adnuratton- 

'Utear hxuiSsar^ faarpt^ed me for a time;, 
bat seflc^Qg-that. h-'radft-bcthcnBiural- 
confequence of. famocent curiafity csoiitcd by- 
norelty, I retarnctl thdrfreqioHi with good- 
humour, and ibund that they were {leafed' 
with my DiaDDer of treating .them. 

Fatigued with the previous-travcli and: 
tired Trith trifling, 1 £gnified t^ HtdriUe lay' 
wHh of retirmg to ttA : he Z€iOtdiit§lj\ 
, iafoiiacd tfeeJ vt!iagei*&, tai *ft >tpere? foak' 
left , afooc. - -After ihis We paftbdfc of 
1 fecend repaft' confiffirig of -trahia'ii*,^ 
ifl»ttoi*i a«d palmwitte, itBd-agrb^^^to'Sit'- 
out for the refidcnce of the Eh kii%'t»-tK?^ 
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ifeomw, retired, to a comibrtdjeaftd£g:me 
repofer. ..-, : . , 

■ Early in- the momii^.'weiwere awakeaed. 
by the Tillagers, fift«n of srfiom-had.bcca 
appointed to efcort us on our. route.; They 
were armed with knees pointed, ibmc.with 
bone, others with a hard burnt wood, and 
foine *ith iron. They had bows aad airowj, 
Ae former' .more:than .three feet hag,- the 
fflTows of irregular length*; from about 
taghtecn .inches to two feet, .coarfdy 
teirbed.- ■? 

After a flight refxeflrnient of fruit and 
■pahn wise, we jn-oceeded to the fouthwafd, 
it being about 4 o'clock in the morning. ' A 
great croud of the villagers had cdlc^ed to 
yiew the prodigy once more, and many of 
them accompanied us, not tired of gazing, till 
near mid-d^; ■wfheo we lay by for reft, afid . 
retired from the heat wtich "was" now daily 
encrcaijDg. '-":-■ 
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-■■ We-ttM n«t .rcact the next v^kgc until 
irfter dark : one of oilr cfcort had preceded 
OS atwut an hoiw, ami had provided a hut 
mueh more .commD^ons than that in 
•wWdk -we ittd !aft Iwn : here wc had com- 
fortable beds of neariy fianned mats, and 
bere mxtks- of :n^cniuty were eTident in a 
fpccies of widker work tin the walls, or 
rather partitions-, refrdhments were pro* 
vided for ns in like manner, without iUeir 
fccking for recompence of.aoy kind. 

We ToCc early as ufual, but oar fame 
was up before us with the villagers j who 
here and on the greater part of our courfe 
incommoded and fomctimies obftrufird oai 
paSnge by their numbers. 

The country through which we now tra* . 
veiled was estremely pifturefque, Mid the 
towns thickly' .'fcattms^ di^aycd to me 
much more eojarged klfcas bfii»cir cMiia* 
tion than I had befiorc: concdsoi. , Agric^U 
tfire feaoad to be earned . co j.vitli juucit' 
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■induftry, but not indeed ■with afly appear-. 
ancc of regularity or fyftem. Tte grounds 
in open places appeared- fown with grain it^ 
detached patches, witbost .fences or ditches^ 
A rivulet not unfrequently bounded a piece 
inland newly turned up, on jhcjo'thcr fide 
of which was obfervable cither a copfe, or 
a field of com advanced in growth, afpace 
of vacant ground, or interfperfed with reed 
br fugarcarie, and maize. In the midft <af 
thefe a iblitary palm tree Ibmetim^s floods 
and a declivity, a fwamp, or a thick wood, 
broke upon the lineof cuUure and habitation. 
Roads appear next, which owre nothing to 
art, and their exiftcricc only to the conftant 
fijcccliion of travelld^obftniftingtheprogrefs 
of rapid vegetation when not in the flia^, 
and when beneath it, to an abfence of the 
fan's rays. 

- We reached a .very populous village at 
the noon of the fifth' day ;. when, finding 
tnyfelf extremely, alarmed with feverifh 
fymptoms in conlequence of the croud whi^ 
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preffed roxmd me, was obliged to i:?!qiieft 
by my interpreter, that we might haye a 
retired and ■ feparate habitation, and, be 
fi-cured from the iotrufion of the carious. 
Mywiflieswercanfwered,andIdetermiBcdto 
perfevere in the journey which now prpmifeti 
to be fo fliort. The villagers procured 
horCes for us, but without . the convenience 
trf fiiddles.'- In this circumllantx, and in a 
n^nn climate I would have preferr!:d 
walking, but was perfuadcd to accept oSIccs 
dictated by fuch hofpitable intentiossy iuid 
accbrdii^ly fct forward. A . pcrfon .was 
difpatched before us to ammunccour arri^; 
we determined to rcpofe during the heat of 
this day in a pleafaiit valley defcribed by the 
patives, and to travel ia the night fo that 
■Vfc might reach our deftination by the 
enfuing morning. My fever h^d. entirely 
abated, and' 1 found myfeif .after the 
mid-days repofe, perfeftly able to ride the 
reft of the way during the night. 
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We w»c' aowjiear ^jw journey's ead^ 
ftad about II o'dcdc v^ ^bd the pkoTuse 
of ieemg our cooricn returft aecompaoied 
by about loo iwrfons araiedj with, ii?«ig 
lances, wha wc w^ie infixnned, compofcd g 
part of the £Atf Kings guiadv and had been 
faUT-'to receive us- Upoa theix iq)proachi 
ihfey opened on each fide of us in goott 
ordicr^ wi^ their lances pointed xk)iun\raqd 
hi^dadf and as. we pa£ed thro' them da&d 
iR'fles q|ad£6Bowed vhb-mxu^ regulaiity^ - 

>'~1t was QomK abouts o'clock, and wefaad 
: a^aoced half a mile in this fbnn, when a 
krg^ body of people appeared who wa 
wer< given to lindcrftand, were the principal 
,perfoB3 o( the. towb, difpatdied to conduft 
tis to the kings prcfe&cfe "Hie roads wea 
covered with pcople,-fo as to Fender, our 
jprogrefs flow and irkfome — at length ve 
entered itbe town about 4 o'clock. : . .. - '.' 

The cajrttal of Eh, or ^uappa Eh, is 
plea&ntly fituated on the lides of two hiUs'^ 
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■^JcR arc ciit dt HA acute ahgltf Vy-i fea/cade 

."ftaf dfefcends throtigh an agrefeabii'-aroocf, 

titiddifcharge^ts waters in aUialloi'piebblcd 

rivulet that Wfefts the valley' fe (ki ccritcf". 

T6oic parts' of the torm tliat occupy the 

-doping grounds, form two fides bf a triangle, 

thc' remaining fide is formed'by ft riv^ of 

-about four hundred feci Wide,— iftfo whicli 

"Che rivulet falls ; our entrance was froHi-'tiifc 

wood acrofs this river which' we ^foi-deS. 

The open country along the river drnvjitjanj 

■was highly cultivated, and ''^ffiuS^flyl 

contrafted iii its verdiire wi(h^4^'bF6Wh 

appearance rf the towB, which ■ttiKj^Jfig' 

■tKefeW trees here' and there (JHpetfecf,' 

"exhibited a view of confidcrable Jjopukticni 

■and regidarity. - The ftrCets were laid oiit . 

-'with a tonfidcrable regard ta order, fo jts 

■ -txdt to be obfervcd at a cfiftiiice ; there w^ 
■not any thing of graaaeor, ii H true, btk 
■tertainlya degree of dcgant finqilicity iuid 
Bcatnefi which I did trot cspeff tcfind* ,: ■ 

■ -■ ■ ■ . , ta/-- '-r' ■ 
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- ■ We "were ^(ShfQfted to the -khigs hat, 
lie received us at liis door, aod aftcf 
ihaking me by the hands; very earneftlyfor 
a^ Biwute, retired and beckoaed us 19, 
.ifbllow, which we did. - This hut va$ oUong 
as large as fomc of ourbams, and divided 
^to ropras by wicker [nrtitiens covered with- 
fieatly coloured. mats j aBd'omamented-with 
S:^ttlf ^"'l reed baikets. with other fancf. 
works of the kind.. - -. ' 

When ■*€ had reached the -third aparO 
Bientj where was a number of womeo 
already feated,, he fat down- on a bench 
covered with a mat and hplding-out .hi^ 
bands to me {hook mine very - eameftljr 
again. He then. &ook Hwyiee, fpeaking 
to him in the Ebb language j I was thea 
direfted to falutc all his wives, ycwafewi ■ itt 
jHHnbcr; I would, willingly have difpenfcd 
with this branch of the cereijpoy, bttti 
Hwise told me with a fmite at wa^ the 
toftom-^and I accordingly, with nafijjic 
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^compofure of my fiomadb, conpGed vith 

all die form. ' ■ ' -. 

Hsving cmnpleted this bufinefs wttliotit! 
jBiowing evidcQt marks of'<iifl2ti3fiii^(»i) was 
tianded round to the- elders, or what I 
£]ppo{e fome fulled of. an European monarch 
• .would, call the ncbUity. With all thefc I 
ihook hands in turn, and was then led')j|^ a 
mat placed for mc nearly in the front of his 
/able majefty, with whom by means of HUrdee 
I entered into converfation tm the fubjefl of 
my miiEon.. , . . ^. r . -. 

He informed me that he had been made 
acquainted with the objeflr of my jojUFpey, 
that he was' pleafed at my-preferiag him to 
.his neighbours j that he was' willing- tO'tnrde 
•vixhmiEUi goidy ivory, ov pri/oaers ; thathc 
Should wiQitoi.ti{ade conftantW, and: to be 
fumilhed- "with goods from tht Jeacountriay. 
■ as he called, tJiem, dn abundance, •for'which 
4ie would pay largely. -Having 0ited my 
:.^s^a£tion at his kindo^, aodHOt^ thanjb 



^ the atfenftoa beftow&fbjrEIs fivour Oft 
" me then and while on the road, I told' Km ft 
■was my wiflx to put his propofals into praftice 
fey keeping tKe ttadc open toiftantly and 
iiipjdying it abutidaritly. He Aeii ciitereA 
6n igcneril coatfeifetiod, %bquirfa^ itito thfc 
nianhefs, cuftdinij' and liHiiitlbh of my 
fecHtntryj cff which he appeared to havi: 
filiHidy had feme accounts. -He related fomt; 
(>articulafs cohceming himftJfattd the people 
of Eh, iis wars -with fome neighbouring 
Jjfcbple and freqaetitly enlhrened his fpirits. 
and our converfation with draughts of exc^ 
lent palm wine. 

■'. We confinued thus, partaking occafionally 
tf pine apples and other friiif, fiU duilc, 
-when a large fire being lighted, a banquet 
irf roafled venifon, fome birds, and milk, 
■with rice, was fcrvcd to Us as we fat. He 
arofe aiid beckoning to a woniaaoft his left, 
fis otherrs were called in, whtf were prc- 
fentcd to me and offered as wives. " :TH» 
piee* "of politencfs and hofpitaEty'J■■ettZ1a#^ 



af^^ed me of Ais cultom, but I CfmceiV^ 
that 'my infenning them that I, was alreadif 
» mamed m^- wourd rele^c pie &om: this 
^kimBCi -f I wa« ^f^poioted ;- l^ king 
femedftrpriiedat th&natawefmyobjeSioa> 
and itiflaaced hiwifelf'wbo was alfo manied. 
but yet took other wives. Findieg m^fc-f ■ 
ki tim delkatt predicament, Mid deriviag no 
rcfouree froia the- advice of ray intcipreta*; 
I refblved to aGcominodate myfelf to my 
fituation with a» good a gta<% as peffibte. 
^wigiag oae- wife ftifficient for any reafon^ 
able man j I refolved not to be IwrtbeBed 
■with fix; but thinking that! m^ril ^;jrome 
degree facrifice to ciifttHH I relerfved toc&ifc 
^wff—raad-with thcfc I was direftly conduftea 
Co a' iMpdfome, but newly buih apartment 
Bear wh^t I mnft, for the honour ef tjse thmg, 
caU tiie p^ec ! 

My refidenee ■ coriiffie^ ef a Ioh^ ppeSi i 
IjuiltHtiEf like a piazxa, without «ny fidi 
'ki^uiug i vmbia this was a loa^ erois rad% 



dfvividcd info two by a partition.; and in th? 
rear another room the floor of ijyhich m^s ^ 
few inches higher than that of the outet; apart- 
ment. Lamps, (if I may fo caH finallWthe^ 
mifhapen cnps with cocoanta oil,) darlc^ illu- 
minated thefe appartmepts ; — the outer was 
covered with ordinary mats, . the inner with 
one neatly woven and of various coloursj 
vith niQics and palm tree fibres. At.one end 
of this appartment was half fpre?ld a large 
kind of mattrafs made of cotton, thin.but pof 
uncomfortable ; and hrae it was that for the 
firft time in my life, I was to re|K>fe witti 
the dulky daughters of Africa. ; 

Readers of different humours will view 
this fcene with varied fentiments ; — -the jocu- 
lar will anticipate the embarraffment of a 
quaJmiQi youth, ihoyed into a , neat hovel 
with a tall flendsr and comely but feJate. 
African girl who fat half averted from me 
in tt^e partof the room moft remote from the 
door;a:Bd the.place of repofe, while apothcr 
plump, middle fized. wench flood laughing 
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^hrfgif^gling, by turns looking at me and then 
at h^f female partner, as if anxious to deter- 
mine ^Jiich Hiould enter upon, or avoid 
-^CKverfatioo. 

I could not for a time determine whether , 
to lie down in my clothes or undrefs — I 
really forgot everything but the aukwardnefs , . 
of my lituation. — The li nps, however, hud 
fortunately nearly confumed iheir oil,- and 
I took advantage of the glimmer, to dilpofe 
of my apparel, and lay doiivn — like fncmy a 
fond hufband-^with my lace averted trom 
my Ebon companions, who contrived to 
approach and partake with me of the ni^t* 
trafs, and with it as I infer from niy own 
experience, of a pleafant repofe. 

When morning appeared, a wicker wevea 
aperture admitted the light, aqd difcovered 
to me my two wives (for fol'muft henjeefor- 
w rj ca!! them) wrapped;ia the arms--of; 
flcep;-.oneav each fide, of me,: but ^t a 
rdpeiif ul diibiice, I lay a .while. fCfeftisg : 
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on die oddit7 of my fitoation^ and raO-io 
mind the gtaces of roy'owo more fovorcd." 
COjiutry-women : I was foon rhawevcr, 
difturbcd from my reveries, by the 
aw^ening of my two ladies, whofe counte- 
nances I thought feemcd to rebuke me with 
diOatisi^Aion or contempE — for my ■want ef 
politcnefs to, oraegleft of theBa. 

. IcouldnotfjJeakawordoftheir'languagei 
and we were thus iying compofedjn filence, 
when Hurdee ajinoiinceda vifitor. I fallied 
forth without the ceremMiial of a bow, or a 
farcwcl ; and found the old Chieftain was " 
wdtiog for mc. He ptopofe^ awalk.after 
1 Chould have rcfreftied m5!fclf ; -ife Record- 
fflgly fat down to breakfkft,, and I wa^ 
joined by my wives, as wc were about to 
"; proceed o» our little tour ; I was ihewn the 
greater part of the town ; wc afceoitsl the 
hill to thefouth'wcftward, and the i^d maa 
expired to me by means olHscrdeei evcrf 
particular that he diought Wor&y of notice, 
or&atlalked. .- . -j 
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' TKc- tmraconfifts of aboat 1200 hpiifes, 
laid out into very regular ftreets, not fa 
much the effeft of a previous plan, as of . 
the judicious arrangements taken to prevent 
any dwelling encroaching on the line of a 
rtreet. The weftcm fide of the fliallow 
ritulet that paffes through the town was 
firfl: planned, and laid out in one great ftreet 
along its margin, not following its irrej;u- 
larities, but prefeniing a ftrait front. On 
the oppofite fide, the ' fame fyftera was 
purfued, but the ftreets, diverging from 
thefc to the feet of the hills, were wider on 
one fide than the other ; they terminated ' 
each in a largeftreet at the feet of each. hill,.' 
beyond which were gardens or maize ground, 
orchards, or walks of orange or citroffi ^t^, 
trees, with fome of the date and cocoanut— ^ 
here was iikewife to be feen the fugar cane,' 
and the fineft maize I had ever bchdd, and ; 
the tree from which the caffava is pro.u.*i;<L' 
•\Titha confidcrable quintity of large fpecies 
of millet, the broom, or »uiney cvirn. , The' 
- ^bole town formed almo.1; a regular triangle "j 
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the.little rivulet divided it into two irregular 
triangles, owing to diverging more one fide 
than the other ; the other ftreets were ftrait^ 
but at unequal diilances. 

I have before in fome degree defcribed 
the houfe$ of the natives : I had now aa 
opportunity of hearing the procefs of their 
building art defcribed, and witneiEng the 
truth of the defcription. 

When they nurpofc building a houfc, 
thejf.firft determine upon the forjn and extent 
of it, by fixing ft^ljfs and making a large 
bank of earth wiihin the line, either circular, 
fcmicircular, oblong or fquare, for they have 
. houfes of all thefe forms : — this earth or , 
clay being well tempered and mixed -with 
fand, is beat down and fmoothed with an 
inclination of the plane to the door. They 
leave it expofed to the heat of the fun, 
which is here very confidei-able, for ftwne . 
clays before they proceed further. When 
tiiey find it fufficiently hard, the frame.-ii.. 
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"raifed, roughly as may be fuppofed, and 
cOiineAsd by ropes of the cocoa bark, or dr-y- 
ed Canes, or the withes or fiiplings of" yonng 
trees. When they have fixed timbers round 
the cornice or eaves, if I may fo call it, they 
elevate two long flender tiihbers at each 
end of the building. Thcfe they tie firmly 
at the comers, when the houfe is angular, 
aiid again afi the elevated points where they 
meet, longer timbers are "raifed about the 
middle, and what miy be called a lidgc 
pole, confifting of one flender timber, firmly 
•laflied above throughout the -whole length. 
Light branches arc now laid on, and the 
whole is 'covered over like the round huts, 
with the leaves or bark of trees, &c. Tliis 
fpccies of building may be confidered fonip.> 
tuous, and is rare ; the ftruflure of the ' 
round buildings reqiiires lefs labour ■ and 
combination. Wlien rile roof'is, coyered, 

-they proceed "to fill up the fpacea betWeea 

f" he comer polls in the fides . and en^ .: 
or this they drive flakes in regular orStr, 
eaving fit openings by their Jnterfeftiocafor 



76 

•doors er windows. Thrfc " hft are vaj 
narrow and numerous, admitting a conftaht 
draught of air, and capable of being eafily 

-clofed : cane works formed with much inge- 
nuity, ornament the inlide. When the 
walls are thus far compieated, the outfidc 
piaiftered with clay wellkneadcdjwhiehbeing 
fmoothed, really has a handforae appearance, 
but fuiFers upon the fall of heavy rains, 
agajnft which avery houfe is provided with 
a decpditcb,lcadiug all round to carry off the 
water as it fails. Each dwelling is fcparated 
from tlie other by a fmall yard, marked bjr 
a fence or ftockade of pofts, of four to 'fix 
inches diameto;. 

The king's houfe alone was.unencumb<Ted 
,liy a clofe neighbourhood, havitig a greater 
fpace of yard in front. It had eight rooms, 
but was in reality, two houfcs united : :■- 
haadfome grafs plot, (haded by about ten cr ,. 
twelve lofty trees lay behind, and tbrov A 
tjiis * patt ftrewed with a brown, and yell;-* 
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' ^litcenog fand, led winding to the fuimmt 
of the hill, where was a neat hut crcfted 
with only a light roof, and fides compofed 
of mats that admitted of bang raifed or let 
down at plcafnre. 

Before we had arriinft at £his place, I 
took carc'to fend Hurdee for a few articles 
that I purpo&d prefenting to the king ; 
and whcm we fat to reft, after afcending W 
this beautiful eminence, I took an oppor- 
tunity of prefenting to him, a handfijme 
ornamented clafp knife, a fmall oval looking- 
glafs, fome brafs rings for bracelets, and a 
pair of ordinary pafte fleeve buttons, with, 
red tinfel and a gilt knot in them. The old. 
man was highly delighted, and did not ^afc . 
forfeveral minute, being fo much engaged in 
admiring his riches. He at laft broke. wt' . 
intoexpreffi6nsofthanks,andpropofedflMrw> 
jng me where he had lately fought a great 
battle with the Galla king, who had invaded 
.his kingdom, attempted to carry offKis; 
..people, andrcdtfce the country to be uncJer 
his own government. 
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We proceeded aiong tlic.- VftStexn fide tff 
the hiil, about three HKles, paffii^l^a fine 
cultivatai coantry, and large fieids of com. 
Hilts wcreJcattcred hert and there along cKtr. 
courfe,- and goats and flieepgrasefl on the 
rich pafturcs as iar as the eye could reach. 
Wc now dcfcended through a wood, and 
catered a large phint on "our wj^ to this 
frtace, he related the ^aiifeiif the invafiontd 
taye arifen from the following advcBtHre. 

." A party of hnnters from one of the femote 
towns of die Eh» country, had purfucd theft- 
game beyond what the Ga/ia king confidered 
his boundary, -and were met by a party <tf 
.the-iatter people, likewife hunting. I^ey 
3U)W commenced a purfuit of the gamCj that 
iad been nearly run down by the Eh people, 
.but were not fucccfeftil, for one of the £fo ; 
■hunterf, hrougla it down with his fpear. 
The Gdlla hunters fougl* to appropiiate it 
W tlKrafelvesja fray enfucd, one of the 
Grt/Zn pfic^tewat killed, the reft put tofl^ht, 
.and tbe;^ame brought off in triumph tiiaugfa 
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fevcnd of ffie Eio pcoipk -woe wnsaded 
feverely. 

Both Tjaitics were higUy enraged ; the - 
Galla king railed an army, invaded the 
CQuntry, burned two villages, orricd off 
fomc cattle, and a few |>rifoBOrs, wluch be 
■fdd for ilaves. The Ebo people were 
tarified with tht firft foccefles of the -enemy ; 
•they alloted a confidettible ■fosrce to oppofe 
-them ; fcveral a^tioss were fought, but the 
Ebo king was fo much the fofferer in each, 
that his army was neiurly deflroyed. The 
^alla kiog encpuraged by thefe fucceffea, 
■and relying too much on the weaknefs of the 
£^0 people, f(MTned the refohitioa of ful^ii- 
-gating tile whole^ country to his rule. For 
•this puFpOfe he colkfted all his force, and 
.'jjprcadJQg defcJation as he pafled, croffed the 
great fwamp to (lie N. -W. in cHxier to avoid, 
the circuit of the upper lands, aid had 
already approached within the diflance of 
three :lnUes;from the capital, -whe^e afl the 
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fiigitivcs from the defolaied toTraS, had 

■ takcQ refuge. 

The city conld be approsuchcd only ty a 
t^arrow defile, thrtmgh which the river paffed, 
Jeaviog a-road on that fide next the, city ; or 
by attempting the road over ^the hills and 
through the woods, by which we had entered. 
.The Ga//a chief preferred the former : a 

■ party of the £h people who had efcapcd 
from bondage, communicated the ddign f 
and the old Ebe cliief took his meafures 
accordingly. He collefted a body of 200 
|>icked men, fupported by n body of 300 
more, to guard the pafs on the fide uejjt to 
the enemy. Over thefe as the referve, he 
appointed his eldefi: fon, and his own bro- 
ther ; the reft of his army he Jed himfelf, 
in two divifions: his fecond fon heading 
the left, in which . his principal wives* 
and their brothers, were diltribijted. 

* The ftmit young women engage in niofi d" the 
Mpediiions throughout the wh9lc couofry j this bepig 
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'His ftatioH} it was an elevated fpot of groiind, 
covered wiA large Ihidy trt^s, macceffibfe 
Ui the front ; bnt bverlookmg tbe whofe 
plain beiofr, ti-ith "frkich it cblhmunicated 

■by tw& J>aths at foftie diftance to the right 
and left. A path W&s dpetied, and a lint 
of men ftrctched along the top of tlie hill, 
to the edge of tMs p^f^ to which hfe ^aid 
coaftaat attenti**. 

The Galla pfcople atffctnpted to ftii^ch 
before fun rife, but a Ihrge fire fuddenljr 
- appearing on their right, at the dillance of 
: about half a mile, occafiooed them to haft ': 
it ccafed in a few Tni".iites, but had tlife 
efFeft of difpiri,''-" > the Cal/a people-; Who 
*[iarched on hiwivcr, about an hour after. 
They advanced i-apidly, and foon deTcried 



an eiUraardinary occafion, and utKr ruin or qonqoeft 
bcii^ tte only alternaiive — the youig bova and girls, 
'■folteWed their parents 10 'hi»i -j-5liofi, arfd CoatrBJOte'd 
•ti^tjtir l*eftiice, to ren3er k iedSte " ; --'" 



82 

the troops Under the kings cldeft Ibn, ready 
to receive them : the Galla people began 
the attack by a difch^ge of arrows, which 
was returned by the Ebo party ; and followed 
by a fecond flight before the Galla army 
expefted it. The Galla warriors then bran- 
difhcd their lances, clofed their ranks, and 
made a vigorous attack on the kings army, 
who being unprepared, threw by their bows, 
and clofed ina compad body to receive them 
with their fpears : this oppofition was ihort, 
for the £^0 party fied into the narrow part 
of the pafs, as if panic ftr'uck, the Galla 
people purfuing them.' Tbc-two parties ctf 
the Ebo army now rallied on ^ the innex fide 
of a floping ground ; and as the Galla 
people crouded through the pafs to purfhe 
them, the old Chief fallied from his receiS) 
and commenced the attack in the rear. The 
battle was now carried on with the greatcfl 
vigour on both fides. The Ebo army 
bbing fenfible tffiMBK was .itheir lall and^ 
only hope, fought with defparation j while 
ihz Galla troops' no lefs inftigated by- the 
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defire of viftory and plunder, exerted theM- 
fdves to the utmoft. The flanghter was 
terrible for a confidcrable time ; the Galla 
pcc^le, however, at laft gave way, and 
fled in immenfe numbers to the river, 
among the forcmoft of whom was their chief. 
He, however, rallied his troops on the plain, 
in front of their camp. The numbers killed 
already, exceeding that of the Ebo army ; 
what remained was ftili as numerous. The 
old Ebo chief determined to purine his 
fuccefe, while his people were elated, and 
marched into the plain, iate as yet feeming 
to hold the balances of viftory. 

The attack was made by the eldeft fon, but ■ 
he was met with fuch warmth and intrepidity ■ 
by the enemy, that his ranks gave way. 
He called aloud to them, and" drawing a 
circle round him with his fwofd, declared, 
he never , would quit the fpot, but with 
viftory. The people roufed by hk bravery,' 
returned to the charge, but before they^ 
c0uld refcue him, he fell, covered with? 
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wounds, and run tirouglr by Iwau, VfUm 
his younger brother appeared, hiving carried 
ail before lilm on the left, a more de^erato 
afiioi enfued; the (houHng of womcB 
and children, enlivened die it.h, people, when 
the arrival of the old chirf and his brother 
with their divifwns, decided the viOory in 
their favour.— The enemy fought wdth 
defpsration, but the oldchicf having attacked, 
them in- the rear, no hope remained, and. 
they who did not prcfbr death,, were made 
captives. ;oo wire taken prifoners, thofe 
who had remained in the Ga/la camp to 
guard againftfurprije, took to%ht; num. 
bers of them were talcen by the women and 
ffiattered jnhahita3*ts, who purfucd them far. 
; two days. _ The king, with but few followers, 
effeAed hb efcape with much dilBeulty, 
wjiilemoft of die principal, warriors were 
allying the captives. ■ ' ... 

The Ebu king loft, bdide las eldeft foni 
his brother, who fell. in the conflict, and 
three othis .wive?. The old man conduced: 
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nw to the Tpot, and I could not but be 
fenfibly aiFefted at the tendemeft which he 
dHplajed,' when fpeaking of them on thic 
fcene of theu- valor and death. - -He appeared 
to me on this occafion, in a point of view 
very different from what he had at any time 
before, fo that I efteemed the,flur» now, 
■whom I before confidcred as ihc/avags. 

His perfon was ftrait and' tpbiift, and 
df excellent fymetry, being about: Ave fcct 
ten inches high: ' his countenance" was 
estrenj^y expreffive j his eye quick and > 
penetrating, and his air and deportment 
affable, cheerful, and mild, but ftill-exp-effivc 
qf confidoice and command. He appeared 
to be about ^^ years old, but was more.. 
He made a motion to return, and we.afl; 
moved towards the city by way of the gafs : 
our wives who had all foUowed ua, now^ ^ 
joined the party; Jdod my ;Iadics 'fi»ight 
every means to divert and pleafc me, during 
the walk, by plucking flowmia'n^.irUlts^'^t* 
'^cking up pieces of broken arroiire Or-lajjce** 
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and at the fame time, pointing at places^ 
and fpeaking as if I underftood every word 
they faid — they continued their lively gambols 
all the way home. 

Tljis fpecies of ampfement was at firft ta 
me very loathforiie — but after fome time, t 
rauft confefs, the pains they took to pleafe^' 
and the little efforts they made in the houfe, 
with thdr labor to teach and make me 
underfhmd their language, foon foftened 
my diiguft: from laughiog at their folly, I' 
cametblike it, and to be thankful Sqt thdr 
efforts to exdte it — and in ftiort, I foon 
became fo habituated to my fituation, a* 
not only to be fatisfied, but pleafed with it,' 
In fed, I felt a fondnefs for both my wives, 
although' I reluftantly confefs it to the ladies^ 
of my former acquaintance, for they never- 
differed but in thdr efforts to pleafe me, and> 
never difpuied, left. I Ihould be offended. 

In all my fubfequcnt rambles, they wcra 
sever from me; when I talked to other^^ 



they were filently carefGng me, playing with 
my hands, or hair, handling my fide arms 
car pockets ; if I iat, they fquatted at my 
feet, and my buckles became the obje^s of 
dieir care and curioftty — for all which atten- 
tion andiavor, they appeared highly gratified, 
if I made but a return of bare iiotice, and 
highly familar, if I would enter into conver- 
fation with them. 

, -We had now approached the town, and 
were met by feveral of the elders, and' a 
confidei%ie ftumber of the inhabitants, both 
men and women, who formed a proceffion 
■with us into the public ftreets. I had now 
fomeleifureand opportiouties to notice them; 
they were evidently, eonfiderabiy blacker 
than the natives of the tower Congo country, 
and the neighbourhodd of the fea, who have 
generally a ycllowifll tinge m their "com- 
plexion, pwing, I fuppofe, to their greater 
-JQtcrcourfe with the whites. ^.Thejr' ftatore 
is gaierally between five feet. fix indies, to 
fis feet high J the fewer number, h^eyaf,- 
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approach the latter height. The women 
;wcre goierally more liender and fraaller, as 
is. ufual, than the men ; bat were evidenttj" 
more variable, in the firft reffwsft particti- 
larly. Both fexes are admirably well formed^ 
their limbs ftrait, and bodies upright. They 
go almoft entirely naked ; the loins and'-waift 
■cmly being covered ; the women wear a flight 
garment, ot bandage of cdttMi cloth roaod 
the waift, or a fmall apron of cotton ftuffj 
fancifaliy decorated with feathers, or^rips 
jyf'iftffercnt coloured cloths J- this b about 
fix inches long, ind eight broad,' hanging 
in front, and tied on by two ftrings of cotton, 
which knot behind, from ^hith hangs a 
little taifel. The mefi, from the age of 
!!*'■■ ^ctberty pnly, wear a narrow bandage of 
' cpndn doth round the waift, with a ftrip of 
the fame kind, but five or {fs inches in 
■ bKadlh tucked in before, and pafling thro' 
the <:rutch, fo contrived that the knot behind 
^fo affords a long bunch or taffel". Tike that 
<rf the women. The nlen of rcfpeft among 
UWia, bifide a number of trifling oraaineut^ 
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■of ffiieHs, ivory bracelets, &c. wear a large 
suiii broader -piece of cotton, that hangs 
nearly down' to the knees like the Scotcli 
highlandct*s trews. 

Thefe fimple ^nuents, howevef difplaj- 
wiwks of ornament, diftinft from thofe of 
mere utility ; feathers, pieces of cottoa 
cloth of diferent colours, trinkets of capper, 
bxafs, i^afs, and tinfel, of European fabri- 
cation are frei^ently fecn, bot thefe are 
uniformly the figns of riches or refpcft. The 
old chief was dreffed with a profiifion of 
thefe baubles, fentafHcally arranged on a 
, kind <rf di-k cotton fmock frock, tiat hung 
^wn clofe to his knees. 



". Men and women uniformly wear4«igi 
•rOTiad thdr wrills and ancles, moftiy ofrtoiy, 
Jbut frequently made of bncfs ; thefe are 

iinade merely large enough to admit the hand 
or foot through with fonre prefiure. Their 

loofenefs i^ders them to appearance incon.- 

vcaientj but when we «6afidcr the nnmcrowft' 
Ha 
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vsi&ward articles wora \iy both fei^ Sf 
civilized life, we will not coatinue to wonder 
at the facrifices which favages c^er to that 
univerral idol, vanity^ , feeing that thcffi 
ornaments cany in thdr minds as lofty idea^ 
as any csdted either by the gold or embroi- ■ 
dery, the coronet, the purple, or ermiac-r- 
The ivory rings are made by^wmg the 
deii^ants tooth acrofs the hi^ow.part, and 
jsoUihing the rings with the dnft ; diere are 
.fome, however, who wear clafps or broad 
JioopSj and other ornaments of gold. 

. The women wear beads of glafs arid 
mctai with Kttle plates, Mid other figwfeit* . 
fufpended &<»n ihar necks in. fuccej£vc ' 
^f^riags falling over thdr breafts. Some of 
them that in infency promife to be comely, 
by the early care of thdr mothers, hav« 
rings put on while young, whkh filling xs 
they grow, became tight, and this oma^mt 
in their riper years is elieemcd an objeft of 
peculiaE note and elegance Their admire« 
are more numerous) and tlus fpede^ of 
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xffiameats often exhibits the lore <^ fliew^ 
%diiuratioQ,aiid prudery in the fimplcAfrican^ 
an as ridicaloas and natuial a point of view^ 
as any of our polilbed iafhlcmable. female 
decorations* 

Every tnan Lwears a kni& in hTs ginfl^ 
\the blade (rfwhkh is from fix to eight incho 
Jong, refembling the blade of a ^ntooir, 
:rather namawer, bat fliarp at bolii edges : 
4t is carried in a&cath, generally of rufh 
ot reed work, and much ornamented. - This 
inftnnpent fenres for all purpofes, for, cutting 
,tiniberor food, flaying a beaftor an eaemyj 
-and jnoccafions of -war, is worn likcwif? "by 
.the woraeit They cmjdoy ix in thdfiiinpJe 
procefs- of agriculture with much dextel-Jtyi ' " 
scad this with a Iharp pointoi Hake, was aM 
llie imj^emeGEt 1 could difcover them n£ng, 
other, for digging, tuining iq) the foil, fow^ 
ing or reaping the crop. 

; I ]»Ve been&n5part£ciilar]n;;the:tnitfej^ 
^om haTing obfenred Mhca vecy-yaui^ 
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^at drannSances among fitangers are 
jiodiced move exa&Iy atfirfl, thaa at a later 
period-; perhaps foniliarity with all ot^efl* 
icfieiis ouradnuration of theOL 

The next morning the king fhewed me 
the fpoils made- m the late a&ioo, whidi: 
had taken place as nearly as -I could leam^ 
about the .month of June jffeceding. The 
bracelets and rings of gdldand copper, tht 
gcAd brcaft plates, fomei Eufopean iWcffds; 
,and a Qumbedefe quafftilf -of trjaketB, fpears, 
boVs ^d arrowsy &c: -formed a group xtC 
objeAs extremely (biking and amufing. The 
fame ^artment contained a variety of other 
articlcs, fudi as prefeflts. made him by his 
own people, andibyothers, tt^ether with a 
quantity of elephane teeth and jgold duff, 
which was .contained in fmaJl earth«i pans^ ' 
^r jfiots, covered with wicker baiket w(M:k. 

Having fatisfied ftiy curiofitjr here, he 
^opofedthat I fliould go and fee -the- 
^rifonersj we aaordlngly crpflcd to th&u 



Ibath-eaAon fictc of the rivulet, where at 
the lower fide of the town» we found flicm 
confined in a large area within a thick 
ftockade^ on the outfide of which was ^ 
trench : the infide was divided into parcels, 
and, huts irregularly conftrufted, and the 
entrance as well as the whole circuit, was 
guarded by men with fpcars. 

We commonly find ourfclvea iftipreffecl 
■with emotions of horror and coiflpaffion, on 
entering places where our fejlow men are 
doomed to puniflunent or thraldom.- In the 
fcene before me, the ear was not io^eei. 
dinned with- the clanking of heavy fetter^,- 
but was horrible in its peculiar way. The 
captives were diftitute for the mdft pitf t of 
even "their nccefliry covering, .and boun^ 
■indifcrinunately together by the hands aftd 
legs, the cords being again faftened tothd 
ground by ftakes j they were loofed a few 
at a time once every day, when each was 
permitted to cat the only meal rfiey -Tfrere 
.allowed, cordifting of ri:ce and paim ^iU 
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Benevolence; however, fometimes broke 
through the rigours of a Civagc life, and 
" occafionally alleviated the fufferings of the 
weakly, or the wounded with milk or other 
neceffaries : their condition was on the whole 
deplorable. 

I had often jn the courfe of the voyage, 
and of the journey, rebulted myfelf for 
baving embarked in the African trade, but 
found a confolation in the reflection, that it 
was not from a malicious inchnatioD or 
avaricious difpofition, that I had embarked 
in it, but from the prcffiog cajl of necciStf , 
and at a time when my diflcnt could not 
alter qt obftrufl the undertaking." .On the 
prcfent occaiion, however, I was fully 
convinced the removal of thefe poor wretches 
even into the flavery of the Weft-Indies, 
would be an a€t of humanity, rather th^ 
pnc expofed to cenfurc. 

We paffcd through the whole range cff 
the place of confinement, the old chief 
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pointing out to me thofe who wete the 
grcatcft warriors of tTie Galla nation. He - 
dien intimated to mc that I might chufe fuch 
of them as I fhould think proper, and agree 
on what he was to receive in return. I 
agreed to do fo, but requefted that I might 
have an opportunity of converfing with 
them, and chafing fuch as would go with 
me voluntarily, if any could be fouad. ' To. 
this he readily aflented ; and for the next 
week I continued to viiit them daily, and 
took occafion through my interpreter, to 
cidiibit as flattering a profpeft of their fiitiire 
fituatioQ in America^ ihouJd they go witK 
me, as I thought was jufl in itfelf, and 
fevorable to tbeir wifhes. 

This week was occupied by occafiofaal. 
excurfions, in fifliing anji hunting 'parties, iir 
pleafant evening ' entertainmeulsj. and at 
intervals by fliy vifits to the.c^ptiwes. Hav- . 
ing arranged matters on ttifeXuhjeft tdmy 
mind, I mentioned to the oM king tiie feveral,^ 
articles which I propgfcd exchanging witft'" 
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Jwn, , and Ihewing fpecimens rtf fucb ftw 
articlesas I had brought, propofed difpatch* 
jng a perfoji to the fhip with a letter, direA- 
ing the Captain to fend a fhallop with 
goods to the mouth of the little CongOy and 
that jafts Ihould be ready with hands to 
convey them up the reft of the way. The 
Gaila jtatibn having fuffered fo much by 
their laft wai:, had now became fearfiil of 
molefting or interfering with the Ebo people, 
^ circumftance, which if we had previonfly 
known, would have faved us a long circuitous 
and troublefome joumej^ which might now 
be performed with ealitln one half the time. 

Tlie old Chief was much pleafed j three 
perfons were appointed tocarry my difpatches, 
Snd they departed accordingly. From this 
time, I had no occupation but making myfclf 
acquainted with the language and manners 
of the country, and obtairiing fuch infor- 
mation as they could afibrd. 
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. '*thaT form bf government is a Iimitei 
monarchy ; the affairs of the nation", arc 
comprehended in the fimple mcafiires ijecefr 
fory for the defence againft an ciifen4y,. and 
fo fw- the chief is abfolute.^ — The aWeft 
warrior, is generally therefore chofen to 
the place, but he muft poffefs other qualities, 
Jie muft merit the affeftions rather, than 
cxdte the fears of thofc, whofli Ite is to ■*■: 
.govern. There is, no writing, <thd of confe- 
^uencc no written law j the plain leflbns of 
jnatural equality in regard to perfonal fafety 
^nd poperty, 'toe well undcrftood, fo that 
parental and filiallpve, are among' their moft 
dtftinguilhed chara£ters. — Difohedience to a 
parent in a flight degree is feverely puuifli-. 
able, and in a larger extent, the puniihm^t 
.extends to death or flivery : — as every man 
: has the means of obtaining a houfe by hit 
induftry, and confe^ently will . have to 
. defend it and his family, he is obliged by 
ncccifity for the time, and thence by habit, 
■to be a foldier. From this drcumftancc 
there is .qo army, but the inhabitants are 

I . 
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called together by die urgency of ticceffitjf 
or danger, «r by (Ik- inunediate wilXitvi 
commaod of their chief. Before, they^ are 
difbanded, however, enquiry.is. mad^ mV9 
the conduA-oftbe didSerehtoSeets, wheth^ 
they have done their duty., or vhejiierajqr 
onehaseminentlydiftinguifliedhiinfclf. Thofi: 
"isho are thus^remirked for their valour and 
' 'good coodufl in «Mher rejpe^, (^taio a 
confideraUe diAin^tion among, them, an^ 
.foon acquire frcHn the hberality of itheir. ting 
and country, rextrards in ornaments and 
other prqjcrty, fufficientSto fuppdrt.the 
iionours tljcy have'acqwed' 

' >Fronv. among thefe the king or chief is 
chofen, in the event of a vacancy by death, 
or otherwifc. . If the king has a .fon or a 
bro^r diilinguifiied, and worthy, of the 
public confidence, the prefercBcCr is. givco 
to him J but either the waBt afapproYoi 

.couragej of a£tivity, of talents, or of .a. 

■ femily and children, are fuffidient difqusS-. 

' ficatioas to. prevent .his clediom Dn.fiKih.' 
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anocckfion, the old nlen and warriors front 
aO" parts of the kingdom, meet and chufe 
die pcffon whbfe cha'raJtcir is beft fuited fo 
the important truft. If two or more are 
equal in eftimation, it falls to him who has 
the gteatelt number of children, which 
ftora the pi'evale&ce of polygamy as well as 
other drcuniftances, the wanh' climate, &c. 
it ioay readily be fup^led, are in tfonljdcr^ 
ablfc numbers. 

• It is Remarkable, however, that hofpitalily 
■is one- of the Tirtiies which procure men 
diftkiftfon. among ijjefe- people; I faw two 
infhmces of this, during my ftay at ^uappa 
■ £bo : a pcrfbn irfio had by his own valour, ■ 
•widi the induftiy of a daughter and fon, 
acquired confider^e fpoil hosn tlte Galia 
iritadets, and had" feizlcd a feirge floclc of 
.their cattle, \ras fuddenly rai&d to opuJcnc^ ' 
'He was eager to fblto^' the palSc^ .^)^ 
countrymen, toihire hisricftes^andiojjt^li 
the rcptttatioti of an hofpit»bfe teaaj W ' 
icsrk imiBQdiate fdativcs were mvitcd m bj^ 



houfe, and preparations coramcnced fera 
fumptiioiis fealtfor'thc kingi with- all tlie 
ciders at court, and thofe of the neighbor- 
ing towns of the f^ country. Theforefts 
were ravaged for venifon, and the trees ftw 
fruit; the palm poured forth its exhilerating 
juices, and every ikin fhined in bright 
blacknefs with the anointing of rich oih. 
The ciders wca-e their beft makadt or drcflcs, 
and the young girls difplayed their feathers 
and rings with all the purpofcd artifice of 
coquetry. — The feaft is held on a lawn or 
plain,, the c-onrerfatioH K general, on ful^- 
jefts of love, war, or iwnting ; die parties 
employed taking frequent t^portunities of 
making- it partial. The generous Mtcrtainer 
taJtcs care that all are fatisfied, encourages 
the warriors to valour, the lovers to fidelity, 
and reminds tiiem that thefe virtues are the 
only fure paths to imiverfal regard. -Thefic 
faitiments, no doubt, are not exprrffi-d ia 
their regular form, but in this way (if I wxf 
fo exprefsit) may their: ideas. and exprcffioiw 
be tranflatcd. The mailer of the' feaft 



•fttcHceferward becomes a man of celAtiijV 
and is called to the meetings of the elders trf 
the feveral towns» which at ftatcd times, 
Itfemble and coafiilt upon aaeafores <ff com- 
taea utUity. 

The vepiSt terfismates with a danc< to 
the mufic^ two forts rf drums ;- dw one 
made by cuttiag the trunk of a hollow tree 
Bxxod about a foot in cSametcr, arid eighteen 
inches long. The bark is pulled off and .". 
the knotty parts made fuiooth y a fquarc 
hole is cut'in its (W^, and- a piece of dried 
■flieep ikin drawn light over It ; both' ends, 
are covered in the fame way, and "beads, 
lings, &c. are fixed to- it. The other kind 
is the gourd' or callabafli; cut off at onefid^, 
■and a fldn dri^U' over it in itke manneri 
"both thefe iuftruffients are founded byftrtk- 
Ing with the band or firigers. -TIie daricc, 
'as may befuppofed, is neither -[rtcafaBt to 
the eye, nor agreeable to the earof a perfon 
acquainted with the fouridof a-'yfciJD, but 
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*o theflj is a fource of the grtafeft cajojir 



.; "prom, thefe particulars, it might poffibly 
befoppofcd that the inhabitapts are of a 
Very aftivc charafler. The reverfc how- 
CTer, is the faft } they arc horn the naturai 
^^cflof the chmatc, indolent to an extreoie* 
but in cafes of exigency ejihibit a vigor 
tbat is tnjy fur|ttizing; Their wants are 
but fcw» and a warm fun and prolific 
ibil fupcrcedcs that powerful ftimulns to 
Activity— neee^ty. T|u^ know not thofc 
icares which call forth I^our, to provide for 
tfccir childrca, n^ure is their inheritajKc ; 
jf they jwffcfs ricCj-Voots, and palm wine, 
a cow, a few goats or fhecp . to afford them 
occafionaUy milk or meat, tofeedthcmfelves 
ani entert^Q their jfriends, they enjoy con- 
fumraate happinefs. In metals they find little 
yalue, except for occafioaaJ ornament and ex- 
chaogeforprovifions. Forthispurpofemoftly 
when prompted by the foft paflion, hisl* 
fexcs will fpeod weeks ia tedious fuc«^i{si 
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•^^sna^ gdd daft in but (emtf porttoOs. 
The conunand of a pai!ent, the defire rf a 
brother or fifter, or the. order of a diiet 
will procure the like ailiduity, but tHefe 
latter occafions ar^ rare. This operation 
is perf<»wud only in the rainy feafon, when 
.the torrettts which'fall walh do^ffa from the 
^gh la&ds^ the fands and foil ia which thefe 
nctws are loc^^ed.^ . The fpeci£c gravity <^ 
the metal cau&s 4t'to fubfide, wbile Gghter 
bodies are hurrled^ljls^with the vfaterSj 
and thus it is that Vfhert the roota of trees, 
or crevices betweoixocks, fiofpend the rapid 
courfe of the llream, the gold duft fcttlei , 
with, the C(»rfcr particles of the fand, and 
is gathered by die African, and deppfitcd in 
lus gourd or calabafli. 

When a fufficient quantity is coHe^fed, it 
is taken to a ftandipg water, where it k 
again cleanly waflied from all particles of 
earth, and in this ftatc is refcrvcd for their 
purpofcs of trade, or for bciag ftxmcd ioto 
trisJtcts. This tfaey perfofiftltvth tbe tv^ 
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■day cntctUe» ladl dhaircb^ frosj teat; ^ 
preferre it - & 0iiaU bars, of thC' value ef 
i^ut tea doQsvs, vthxli. method }» mncti 
more coaveiMC^t for the tnuleF, ttura w%ev 



I haw Iwfbrc noticed that petygamy is 
aiftomarj* am^ig theitij'for havmg no reH- 
^ious iiiftitutions^ the pni^ice caotiot be 
"conCdered a matter of toleration ; but' it ^ 
jnuft beobfervet!, thatl!»c the number of wItcs 
^mi (o raany, there is uniformly one who 
•holds a dHtiuguiihed^f lace ia thc^ family, 
©be is called the makilma, and has the privi- 
lege of direfting the domcftic concerns and 
employments of the reft 'j ihc fits next to 
the mafter of the family, and obtains tifuil- 
4lble and undifputed regard from all the 
(jther members of tf, whofe labours fhe 
■fuperintcnds and controuis j for howeyef^ 
'x^Ulent thi^ hulband may be, his wives muft 
■wcffk, and by them are all the labours' of agri^ " 
leulturc ufually performed. This appears. tSr- 
<fliniy TCty laborious confidering thelMatiS'- ■ 



the cliifiate, butit muftlikcwifcbc oMar^d* 
that thefoillsluxHriaht/andthe vegetation 
rapid, the feafons of tillage thiwgh frcqueot, 
are ihort, and die wants of the£ivage lifo 
few and fimplc j he muft be a poor- ^ind a 
fpiritlefs Aftican, who canQot maintain three 
or four wives. 

• • The fcrenity and cvemicfs of their toil- 
pers is'tru^ admirable ; their cheerfalne& is 
feldom clouded by paffion ; and jcaiouf y ii 
rare among themen, although the woioea are 
by no means avcrfe to gallantry. In fa£t, 
the. commerce of the fcxcs, as may have 
been alrcadyfurmifed by the reader^ isnot 
fliackied by the formioflaws, or tberefioe- 
ments of etiquette. or hypocrify ; the. fci^ 
.of (hame is totally difcdnncflcd with their 
ideas on this head, though no people are 
more ftrenuous and conJined in their attach^ 
;ments when once formed from mutual 
choice. 



D.8.i.i=t.'..' Google 



lotf 

. frregviarItiettofcoodtid:areif&,'ho#eTef$ 
tioknKd, though the difcovoly 19 hotattcnd'^ 
ed ivhh difgracc; the gallant, ff detd£lcd» 
fe fiibjcftedto a fine, by thcpcribn aggrieved^ 
fuch as a diaep, a goat, ti 'cow, fcnac rice^ 
and the Ukc Inftances have been knbwtt 
of a bufband conniving with his wife, to 
aitice perfons into this fiiare, and to fhare 
the exaAiDns of their trtadierbiis cuimmg ; 
fuch itafbtncesj&oWerer, arcextmndyraxiQ 
aiid ne^ .pi^odiar to tlte ^Haick daldren oS 
Jihkst. ... 

' Ti <ydior TcfpeAs tjaey exl^^it tmmjiit 
■Aat w<H^ da honour to the mok.-maitei 
f&l^t ot^ civilized world c. in &iendihn^ 
^iiftd b»fcv;pleni(»^ no people' zix fb tmljr 
-ftedfafi ui<]^(£&iterefied ■, and Ack, t3ic 
)-e:})iAcd vipe of 4S'&'iitge», is rarely known 
flmdbg tbew } the lutfortunate sti iurt cf the 
fokciivgaid^aadtiipport oUh&tSfmtids,xAiak 
> kindnefs does not halt even at thelapfe of 4tfik ' 
When aneighbourdies poor, they affemblc and 
perform certaia ceremonies mih ibt .&aiQ . 
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refpcft as if he -were fine of -Aef own clucfe5 
tfhe Icayea chiWitn uuprpyidpi for,, thcf 
are adoptefl and brpd tip ; if; wajrrJagaible, 
diey are provided TOthfuit^ble compawons, 
and' t£e means .» .Cfinancoce a aey faaiuly. > 

Hearii^ tibat the mafterrf a faBo^y wJiGiP 
J bad fcen.oa my arrival, was dead ifl my 
-Dcigbbqnrhood,' I vtas inclined ta attco^ 
Jia'iing .})£ard:4tat tfaeiT juneral cenfttteaucd 
.were ftrangely ludicrous. ItH th&r'rulc 
.never to TMiry. the twdy on the day ofdeCcafe, 
the iatcbrouDg night ^leing devoted to lunicn- 
Ltation ; the women of the fcuwly perform 
the damortais part of this diity, snd - mtb 
little intermiilicm, until^iccorpsi^ interred. 
T^iey feat thcmfelves in order round the 
deceafed, his favorite wiie; being featcdat 
the head; if the deqcafedbe a, woman, the 
.-moft beloved matron of thfi iaflufyperforias 
the fanjc office. Sboijld. the fajjiUy " not 
aS(»d a fuffident number pf w6mai»' they 
^csH in fiicnds, or emjdoy fbangex? -toaffifi: 
than, whom they rew3j^'a^c<ddiilg-:))D 



anerit. In the prcfent inftance,- tfe ditxs^ 
■liad been rich, l>ut had few female relativisS. 
- ■ Jjefides his'wives,: who hearing that I nreant 
to attend the 6ineral, bad refolved. to (how 
their rdpeft forthe decafed maftcr, in the 
moft pompous manner, by procuring ti 
4ainciitation which they could "not of thera- 
ieWes find lungs to fiipport. . It ap[>£sred, 
■hciwever,' that the pcrfons ' employed had 
;beai differently rewarded,. and theiritiBKB 
-varied in proportion to the value p^ceiVed, 
all were found too low for the occafion. The 
wives were diffatisfied, but reforted to tfic 
^expedient of further prefcnts to prom^elthc 
-vigour of their grief: a fenfible .eflfeft was 
■produced, for with an' increafe erf found 
from the iMienters,' there was an evident 
• change in the tone of what they uttered, ' 
:different from that of the widows,' and very 
■different from that of grief. The matrons 
-had iiirthcr refort to their firft plan, but«hc 
poor women unaccuftomed to diffemblt, 
<;->uld not now conceal under their .'wailings, 
the fatisfeftion' which they daived from ■die 
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valuc^thdr-pFcfents recdved, aiui Tcarody 
.|»ftnun the. imtle. The wives thesofdvcf 
^^teared gla4, when I vifited them on' the- 
moniing, at the approaching period of theic 
grie£ ; when the good man was wrapped io 
a kind of mattrafs, and carried to a grave 
where he was interred, andifiuther lafflen- 
tatioQ ceafed. The whole then returned to 
the houTe of the deceafed, itod the fcene of 
£^f was coovcffted into mcrrLmwit ; men 
satd ^^omen reg^ed with palm wine, and 
!then difpeifed to dieir refpeftive homra. 

Their ncrtiaBs concertui^- deaths prove 
that they have an idea of a future ftate of 
exiftcnce ; they believe that after a given 
time, theyamft return to their ttwn country, 
and remain forever free from care or pain ; 
on this account it Ihcruld fe^m dut they iK 
always hofpitable to Jk'aogcrsHiB tJidrarriv^ 
sanong them, as they ciMifider fuch peifona 
cOTfiiog thithtff, and ftoEt ajudieious choice ' 
■ prcfering it to rtJier eountrici. ■ 

K 
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' Girls arc ufually marriageable at fbnrtccfl, 
but few o( them bear their virgin zone untied 
to the-Duptial bed; shis, however, is never 
a fubjeft of folicitudc or enquiry. The 
ceremony of marriage is very Gmple j a few 
prefents of ornaments are made by the lover 
to the bride, her father or friend, gives in ~ 
return a few lances, bows and arrows, a 
knife, and fomc . provifions j the relations 
and friends of both fexes meet together in 
the evening, drink plentifully of palm wine, 
anddance till pretty late, when- the bride 
goes to her hulband's hut, and the next day- 
enters on tlK employment aod duties of her 
'ib.tion. 

,' Their police is as fimple as their manners, 
and more efficitcious than volumes. of labour- 
: ed regulatiofts. I have before noticed 
that offences againft parents, are punilhed 
by fla^ery or death ; thefts I alfo'ftud are 
ntre ; the catalogue of tfceir crimes is indeed 
a brief one j if a quarrel arifes, or blows- 
enfue,, or if any pcrfonal injury is done,. 
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through paiEon, or any finifter motivci a 
complaint is made to one or more of the 
elders of the village or town, who, after 
hearing the complainant, and the perfon cont- 
plained of, give their decifion by the plain 
rules of common fenfe, from which there is. 
no appeal ; inflances of murder are very rare, 
one however, took place while I was among 
them; the culprit was feized, brought before 
the old King, who immediately on hearing 
the caufe, paffed his fentence of death, and 
ordered fix of the bcft: markfmen from among 
his guards to feize and bind him to a tree, 
and to fiioot him to death with arroti-s. -Tlxe 
appointed perfons could not but obey, tliCfjf' 
flood at about ten paces from fromthe vic^ ' 
tim, and he died at thefitft difcharge, from 
■which faA may be formed a tolerable idea 
of their Jkill and power with -thofe .weapons : 
the body was interred on the fpot, and was 
looked at with an awe that could not fail of 
producing ftrcmg moral imprcflions. 
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Stealing and fuch petty offences arc gcBc- 
rally punifhed by filing the offender into 
ilavcry. When a thief is dctcQied, the ndgh- 
bourhood aflemble, and are boand to make 
it a common afiair ; if convi^d, the full • 
■ralue of the thing ftolen is made good to 
the periba aggrieved, (toti the fele of the 
i culprit, with one third of whatever &ould 
remaia ; the two Other Airds as a perqaifitc 
to the king, 

Peribns-who have "bcarofwed goods ot pro- 
■perty-of any kind, and have fiiilcd to mate 
reftittttioB, are brooght bcforc-the chief, or 
elders; and iffoimdtofaave^?HftdlyaToided 
payment, or neglcftcd it ferongh imiolaice, 
he is fold, and if not fnfficently vahiabfc, 
his cWtdren or wif(^ or -wives, or alltogcther, 
are fold to make.up the fuin ; as they fey 
tte commonity ihonld not be made to fuffcr 
by the knavery or idlenefs of one man, who 
has renda-ed himfelf unwOTthy by Heglc6ing 
the 4«ty he owed bis own children, his 
■wives, and himfelf. The «afc of the forage 
i 
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in this particular, is more fevcre than in any 
other of their modes of juftice ; but it muft 
be allowed, that the eafc and abundance of 
their climate and foil, afford flrong evi- 
dence of vice in the man, who with fuch 
advantages, flill contrives to wrong others 
without bettwtiag himfeif, where neither 
falhion, luxury, hor arts exift to feduce or 
allure him : indeed I believe it will be found 
true upon examination, that they decide 
with wifdom,, when they pronounce the 
borrower who mcam not to return, only a 
more wicked kind of robber. , 

I have before faid they have no religious 
inftitutions, theyhott*wer, entertain certain 
fentimetits comnioh to all ages aiid^n^tions j 
they beKeve ,in a happy fut(«:ky of life in 
their own 'country ■ and they' have feme 
idea of a Supreme 'Beln^^ >raO'lus tn^^ them; , 
and ^things. .They callhim-^aK/io^ ajid 
afcribe to him infinite jMwer, and all the 
common attributes of- the Divinity, except- 
ing, <«ily the eternity of the perfon^ They 
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bdiere that he. will die and be /accecded." 
by another, who will .ponifli the viciods, 
and reward the good, in proportion to their 
merit, or demerit. They believe likewife, 
that the' deceafed become Ipirits, and aft 
as prote'ftors or guardians to their fonncr 
friends; under which imprcffion, one of 
them, when flying from danger, will hurry 
to the grave of his patroniflng friend, where 
if he efcapes, it is all attributed to the inter- 
pofitioa of this good genius, either perfon- 
ally, or by interceflion with the Kanno. 
This protefting fjMrit they call the "Jannamn, 
and hold it .in higher refpeft and veneration 
than their Supreme Being. They confult . 
their private Jannanin in any caic of uncer- 
tainty and doubt, with full confidence that: 
he will direfl them for the bell. They ■■ 
facrifice to them cm thefc occafions, a jJpw, ' 
rice and :pa]m wine, believing that this fub- . 
deity delights in no other tind of offering. 
If they prove fncccfsful i% any of their 
undertakiiigs, . they, facrifice for gratitude, 
aad if uiifucce^ul, they lik^wlfe lacn£ce {» 



■115. ■ . .. 

ai^eafe iflie offended fpirit. Their prayers 
and incantations, although intended for the 
Supreme Being, are all addrcfled, to thcfc 
fpirits as mediators for them with the Kanno, 
of whon} as . mentioned . before, they hold 
the mod exalted ideas that can be imagined. ' 

' They are as much given to the belief id 
forcerers and magicians, as to that of the 
good fpirits. Thefe they are perfuadcd, 
hive a power over the.feafons, are able to 
forward or retard the growth of their rice, 
deftroy the ~ cattle, afflift. them with 
difeafe, and render their lives miferable. 

y They bejicve dl. the Albinos, or white 
Moors, 2XC of this clafs of beings, and the 
poor .wretches from this charafter, are con- 
ftawly hlrraSed and tormented by the peo- 
ple. They finding themfelves excluded from 
fodety, and attacked on every "occafion, are 
under the neceiEty of providing for them- 
felves fome private cavern. They retire and 
Conlfcruding a-hut in the neighbouring w-oods, 
remain private^ and ifluc forth only al night,. 
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not being aife, from the ftrafture of their 
eyes,^bear the brilliant light of the day. 
^•^efc excurfions they plunder indlfcrimi- 
nately, not cbnCdering themfelves interefted 
in preferving the laws and cuftoms of their 
! country; and frequently being unacquainted 
with them, they will deftroy the property, 
and do whatever mjfchief they can, without 
being immediately difcovered. Their appear- 
ance has confiderable efTeft in exciting thefc 
unfriendly opinions of the, Albinos in" the 
minds of the people. They go entirely ' ' 
naked; 'their fkin is white, but has not that 
animated appeahuice fo' perceptible in Euro- 
peans ; it has a. dull, deathlilie whitifli" cafl 
that, conveys an idea more of fickncfs than 
of health. Their hair is a red or albes- 
coloured yellowifli woo! ; and their eyes are 
uniformly white, in that part by which 
others are diftingiiifhcd into the blacli, grey, 
and blue eyes. . T^ey are fet deep in the ' ■ ' 
head, and very commonly fquint ; for" as " "' " 
thdr Iktn is deprived of the black macous ' 
■web, thcdiftmguifliingcharaaeriftiiJofthefe ; 
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Airkaas, fo their -eyes arc dcftitucc tif ^t 
black matfer rdembHpg a. -pigment. To ani- 
fonoij fooiid ID people of all countries, and 
fo uft^l in prerenting the eye from bring 
injured in cafes of expofure to a ftrong light. 

Thcfcpec^lc rendered nnfu r lun ate hj a' 
latijudice of thdr conntrymen, are bom rf 
Wack parents, they bavc all the fcatares of 
other inhabitants, but dtflfer from them only 
in thcfe etrcomftances. The difference in 
colour cannot irife fixim the intercourfe of 
whites sad blacks, for the whites are Tcry 
rarely among them, and the rcfult of this 
union is weli known-to be the yellow or 
mnlatto. Many of die Natives aflCTt/diat . 
they are produced irf the ■wcancn, beitig 
debauched in paffing ■flirough the woods by 
the large Baboon, the Ourang-outang, and 
that Ipedes in particular called t^e ^aaga 
moonos. No fatisfeftory difcosnay has 
been made to account for (a& fingular, hut 
iiot uofrcqaent, phenomena in ^ipecacs, it 
maypohaps be afcribcdto rfifeafej 'andwa^ 
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of the leproQs kind, with more fcafon than 
to any other caufe that has yet been affigned ; 
the generally apparent vigour of the indivi- 
duals being the only material objcftion. 

The time of new moon is always attended 
to, ind celebrated as a feftival by the Ebo 
natron. No work is done on this day, nor 
do they enter into contrafts, or execute 
. bufmefs, though the occafion be of ever fo 
Ijngent a nature. The different fkpiilies 
affemble at an appointed place, and begin to ' 
dance by the time it is clear day~, aiid con-' 
tinue tin the heat becomes difagreeable : 
they then retire and enjoy each others com- 
pany in fmall parties, in different ph-ces 
throughout the day, drinking of palm wine," 
and renewing the dance in the evening. 

Their year is divided into four parts ; 
the funny feafon, the tornado, feafon, the 
rainy feafon,'and the foggy feafon; no fub- 
divion, fuch as moilths and weeki) . are 
*tt^Bied to, except the different periods ef 
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new moon, by ■which they afcertara the time 
of planting their rice, hunting, fifhing and 
building.- t 

- The funny feafon commences about the 
laft of December, and ends about the lafl 
of April, continuing not lefs than four 
months, in which time the inhabitants colleft 
the ■ different kinds of fruit, intended for 
proviiions ; gather in their rice, and provide 
in general againf): the more unfriendly feafoii. 
The country being fituated between the 
■id" and 12* of fouth latitude, this fealbn 
anfwers to that of fummcr in our climate ; 
the month of February being efteemed mid< 
fummer with them. In this feafon the inha- 
bitants are frequently vifrted by the land 
cloud, calTed fcrrino by the pMtugudl^ 
which is ■moll: frequent in the dry fuftry 
■'■weather, about the time of H'bOftj'and'nioftly 
■when eailerly winds prevail. It makes its 
' appearance, like, a cloud, or thick white mift 

■ extended but a few hundred y-ardsin breadth, 

■ feut , in length covering the fpace ol one £tf ' 
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two. mfles# la hsight not exceeding; aae Iw»r 
^cdfeet. Thareane many- vmeticsf. how-, 
ever, in thefe particulars of extent, it bang 
remarked that the largeft are in general the 
leaft diftrcffing, irom the circuraftance ■ of 
■ tfieir being more difBifed, and Ms dcnfe 
than the Imallar. When one o£ thefe doods 
zppean^ the inhabitants: ihut themfelves up 
in their houfes, the goats, &eep, Sk. Sy 
for Ihelter to the ncarefl: hor«k or thidtets, 
and every. animaJ.ap|)ears anxious to avoid- 
ejcpofure to hs; influence : When- it,c«aBes 
in conta&wjth thelxxJy^ afenfiblq incrcafe 
of heat ig firll'obrerved, the refpiratiac is 
jtoen inftantly affefted in' a very peculiar 
jhantierj attended with an itdiing-, prickling 
fenfation on the flcin, increafing with the 
jeogth of expofurcj fo as to be aJmolt into- 
lerablc, with a dryoefs and aCtual change of 
■colour in the negro, from the Uack, to a 
,'duflcy grey. It does not appear toaffefl the 
refpiration by any fetifible quality (rf" its owa, 
for no ftrifhire Or pain is perceptible about 
" the breaft whcn^^efl ioto the lungs, bat 
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atfi J^sfraygs^t ,aa^ety, m iiO£afinefs of 
. wod, a wa^ qf foipe thing to fqpport iifcj 
$fea.HH«tupc of -whkh. jre did not updwflaad, 
was yoy evident-^ Its incrc^fed beat could 
xtot be tlie cmfc, for ccHniao^ ato^roipherk 
air of that ot a much gtViXtr t^ipperature, 
would not pt^tice eSsSki 'ta any degree 
equal to thiarr^yiz. the deftruQiOQ (^.ItfCi 
Its colour and its continuing in contaA with 
the ftitfiioe .of the earth, alth<^gh- warjner 
^an ^ (urroun^ng ;atmotfphere,, \rilJl proT^ 
it to be a ftuM very diffofe^t frptei iropii^pn 
iWtf ; probably foine, exhalation qr eruption 
Amilar fo the volcanic, difcharged froin 
the- eartiti* the vait dcferts eaftwardof thi% 
by the yjoleat and conftant aftion of heat, 
and wafted on by the prevalence of caritcrlj 
.-■wiodB, 'This at leaft is certain, that it is aq 
^dflpiiyed of that property by which life is 
-jEUpportpd) for it unifonply ^xtinguiihcs.^l^. 
.foies over ^hich it paffes. This clc^uiis more 
jarticyiariy jajurious In |iigh and opep.fitiju 
^•aiioBs^ia the iieighb(^urhopd of the cltyj, 
,whpre tjie country js^l^w, and-flii^teredbj' 
I. , ''■" 
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the adjoining Mts ; joftances of death from 
this fource are but"lw« ; back of this, how- 
ever, -where the 'countjy is higher' and more 
expofed, they aYe ty no'nieans unfrequent, 
Iparticularfy among the wild aninials ; fome- 
timeslikewire,'the domeftic animals, and occa- 
fionally the unfortunate inhabitants expe- 
rience its deftruftive' inBuence. 

- The weather continues warm without 
interruption, except by a few occafional 
fhowcrs of rain, till the laft of April, when 
the fea/oh of Tornados commences. Thefc 
are violent hurricanes that infeft the warm 
tropical elements, throughout this part of 
the year. They are in general preceded by 
an uncommon degree.6f calmnefsand ftillncfs- 
in the air^ the leaves of the trees ceafe t& 
Tnove, and, the ponds and other waters, 
"refemble glafs by the fraoothnefs of their- 
furiaces, every thing indicating a fupenjioa 
of circulation in the atmofpheric air, la. 
that night and next day, the wind rites, bttt ;. 
is extremely irregular, changing rapidly to , 
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all points of the. compafs, and blowmg irom 
them only in fudden guAs, or what are called 
fl&ws. At length a fudden and violent blafl 
is bbferved from the . weft ; the horizon 
begins now to be covered with, fcattered 
clouds, and one black, peculiarly thick and 
heavy cloud makes its appearance in Ibme 
point ■weftwardly. " This advances rapidly, 
extending itfelfovJer the greater part o£thc 
horizon, attended with conftant and reite* 
rated claps of thunder, and the moft fevere 
fiaflies of lightning, which appear to contend 
for ' pre-eminence with" the extraordinary 
darkncfs, which would otherwife prevail j 
torrents of rain fucceed, which by their 
weight and violence, would threaten to force 
away evm the earth itfcif in.its courfe. 'to 
a fcene of this kind I was witnefs, after my 
retuni from the prefent expedition, while 
■wc lay on the river receiving; the remainder 
of the cargo. I thought it- the inoft awfully 
-majeftic of any fight I bad ever bebddj ^d 
&ch as wouB afibrd a m^ft elegant SeH'foe ' 
■the dcfcriptivc genius of fcmc poet, to difpfety 
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itfcIfintoadvantsEge. Tofeea^u^ mH' 
night, like a monfter win^g its courf^ 
through the an-, dining frooi its hofiriA 
brow the inceffant ftreams of ekSrk fire, 
enforcing .filent and awfal attcfllioti by the 
ionlbnt and reiterated peals of drtadfiil 
thunder^ and marking its progrefs by the 
iraft deluge of rain which. vnifcmUy falls ai 
it advances, leaves an hnpreffibn oa, the 
gtind of the naoft tmpofing grandeur dnt ca* 
be itnagiiadi 

This difegrecabic feafon^ in which the 
inhabitants live und^ the continned iiapn& 
iion of fear, ia,Bolw lengthy as ihc others. 
It comneitces as mentioned before, in the laft 
ef, April,and is generally over by the middle^ 
er hft of June. About this time the rainy 
feafonfcts io, andcontinnes without intem;q)t> 
tion till the end of September, inall which timff, 
fcarceb^ a daf pafles without die ccainttf 
bemg drenched by ooeor aiore fltowersof 
nin, the violeoce and fierce of viiicb, can 
^arcdy be concmed by thofe wbo have <My 
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lived in the northern oreven middle latitudes. 
Next enfues the feafon very propcdy called 
the Foggy, from the fun being obfcured 
throughout the greatdl part of the day, hj 
a thick denfe fog, which ftillirig at night, 
covers the whde -horizon fo completely as 
not to. admit of a. view, except for. the dif- 
tance of a few yards. This is doubtlefe 
Occafioned by the cold in the upper rcgioi^' 
in the atmofphere, condenfmg the water 
evaporated from the . ponds, marfhes, -and 
low grounds, which are all overflown ajid 
covered with water, by the exceffivc rains in 
the preceding feafon. The heat of the fun 
produces the evaporation, the cold of night 
enfuing, condcnfesthe vapour which defcend- 
tng in confequence, obfcures the profpeft^ 
tin the fun on the fucceeding 6»y, reftores 
it to the form of vapour ,^ and . occafions a. 
iiirther exhalation. - This .continues until 
the excefs of water is either evaporated, or 
fias run off, whidi generally takes' placQ 
about the laft of December — ths fucceeding,. 
or funny feafon, gliding on iapcrcsptibiy 

L 2. 

D«].ii.t ..Google 



13<S 

as this declines. Thefirfi: part of this UbicHi 
IS properly fpcaking, their winter, for thoQ^ 
tile weather about noon would be called wami 
by perfoQs in our climate, yet the morning 
arc in general, fuch as are fliled . ra.w and 
cold. : 

. My time was now cDoftantly occupied by 
the cuftoras and charaflers of the peofrfe, 
among whom I fived ; and the 22 days of 
danger and fatigue, which I had endured on 
. the journey, appeared but as hours of p!ea- 
/aat trial long pall, for, from the 7th. of 
March, the day of the departure of the 
meffengers, to their . return on the 3d. of 
April, having no other objects to engrofs my 
attention, I had become fo perfcftly femiliar. 
with my company and' way of life, that I ■ 
could almoll have brought myfelf, if felf 
alone were concerned, to. relinqniih the 
buttle and cares of enlightcoeid fociety, to 
partake of the fimplicity and kjad manaew ■ 
of the chccrfiil African. K 
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1 hacl bKome defiipus of acqn'tting aS 
dieir knowledge,- and found the people ready 
to tomraunicate what they knew.; — among 
others of their arts, and of themoft impor- 
tant to them, that of extrafting the oil from 
the fruit of the palm tree, excited my curio- 
iity, becaufc the procefs indicates a combiT 
nation of ideas,' that the Africans are alkdged 
incapable of maintaining. 

■ The pjilm tree*— the objcft which firff 
attrafts the obferring eye of the ftrangcr, 
and the regard ofthenaiivcs, is called Avourai 
the various ufes to which, it ts enable of 
Ibang applied, juftify their predileftioa. It 
- rifes to the height of, from 58 to 60 feet, 
prefoits a la^nk at its full growth <^'haai 
30 inches to 5 feet in-diameter, at the height 
of 4 feet front- the ground it ii^eniibly 
ieflens, but wit^iout branches . to the top, 
where it may be about a . foot ot raote, 'asi 
diameter. From this part the. branches, or 
ratherfibrous leaves, expand iiiabeautifultuf^ 
like rays from a ccDtxe, to the variable length 



D.5.i.i=t; ; Go6gl,e 



of fix, eight, and twdre fcct. la order to 
procure the wine and the 'fiiiit, they clhnt 
'this tree, with remarkable fpeed una 
adroitnefs, by meaiis of a rope, or hoopj 
which enclofes the trunk of the tree,' but {a 
as to leave commodious room for aftion to 
tbe cfiraber. He hang provided with" hi* 
CHipty CaUMlhcs, and A knife in his girdfei 
places himfelf -within the hoop, tigaiftft whicJi 
he leans his back, and raifes himfelf up by 
fiisfecti placed agamft the tree, til! he can 
fife no higher, when^ he has thiis far elevated 
himfelf,- he'gi^ps the tree 'in' his arms, and 
raifes the hoop ai' hi- ttp as it 'will extend^ 
ihd again leans againft the ho6p, thus conti- 
nues toraife himfelf by his ifcet and the h6o[>i 
Bntilhfegainstheibp, wherewith his knife, Tie 
4utS away fuch of the ■ branches as are 
fteceffary, to afford room for" his calabaili^ 
He then proceeds to make anincifion in the 
friee, and forms -a 'lip oi' fpbut,'- for the cori- 
Veyanee of thc'juicc,' which flows in a fcv/ 
Jays from this aperture; " 'Sometimes they 
fix J. feiall piece oif U" hollow isait in tlK ^ole,' 
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tfanmgh'KAichdi^liqaor flows for nearly a 
Vionth, they taking caze to ibppl^ ULcn 
veffi^torecetve itacoDrdioglf as the othery 
i^ i «hea it appears to fiow flowly, they 
kindle a fine at the foot of the tree, and it 
Again flows, as^it as formerly, bat the tret 
is thai cxhanficd, and will not bear again, 
bnt'it is:eoDTerted to domeftic ulcs. The 
jnkctniun fcefli dravKo, rcfcmblcs water 
^^tly cdonred by nnlk; m the courfe of'a 
lew ham's, however, it undergoes, a: ligltl 
fewae uu tioa, and becomes a vqm of very 
l^eaiaat flzrour,. much refembliog that of 
the -weak Spai^flt white wines, but fooa 
iofcs diefe properties, being nnlike other 
- sdnet, growing worfe by age. But the 
tnh is die tiiofl: valuablepart ; Qua grows 
91- thCMp :lietweai die: btandics ; when 
yovagf.it is ufed as food by r(Kt{{ing,„and 
is of deUcate .flavour, being, corered'i^ea 
foil grown and ripe^ with a hard flielj of z 
brown colour, bat which whcnicnt, appcao" ' 
black in the edge. The oil, fo effcntial an 
. EUticle of food, and of domeftic ufci £ix 
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anoiBting their bodies, feetfiog theif I»iipij 
and varions other ufcs, is procured fay 
cxpreiHoii. The oats are broken in a trc^^ 
made of a hollowed' tree, aod. planks rudely 
hewQ' are then phx^d oarer .each other fco- 
the prcfs, the power of compreJEtm .being - 
produced by a long jpiece of timber, ;ailmg 
as a lever, is made firm at one ead, ck>fe 
foefond the planks, aod refting on them, 
the other end is forced dqwti hy the we%h£ • 
of a number of peribps, who. place ihcoii- 
felves on it, untHthey find by, the quantity 
of oil that has run off, that.it has befm'lici£Et> 
cicntly preffcd. The «il appears of » cmdo 
reddi£h colour when irefli, but chaises Mi 
yellow, and at length to white. To thc^ 
palate of the: white man, this- oil in any ft^ 
is very naufeous at firft, until like tobaccos 
from being difagreeable, habit rdaders it 
plea£int j-the African^empiayrit iaaHxheir 
meals, with yams,' ncc, n£Uet, i^ hb^ 
even, with beef and mutttm. .' c". i 
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' -.TIM! paim'iwffeffes many ufeftifqiialitW 
tcfide Aefe above defcribed J andinrefpcft 
to beauty, it inuft certainly be ranked firft 
of the graces of the forcft, or the landfcape ; 
of inferior trees and fhrubs, Africa affords 
abundance. Thave already noticed fome on 
liie route toward the capital ; but the toils 
of travel, - and; the calls of appetite, under 
■circutnftances, fuch as 1 made my toiir hither, 
left very littld room for the mental tafte to 
'feed upoa, and perhaps at'times- jaundiced 
'the eye, and converted the luxuriance of the 
enamelled' plain or fruitful wildemids, into 
'fimple uninterefting waftes ; certain it is, 
that on my excurfions in my liours of leifure, * 
tbr wild boar that would have apjicared an 
'obgea of horfor, under tlic impreifions of " 
'frttigue aadaiixiety, no ItKigcr excifed any 
'flpjftehettfioBs ; I could calculate upcai the, ' 
"■whitencfs of his tulks, and the morpfeiiefe.-: 
~ of his afpeft, as obje£b of traffic and ;c»rid' • 
'£ty; and I -would mflcad of trembling, left] 
I ihould hear, tnvel under the dews of 
night, heedkfs c^Aeep, toIilUg^'tothehoarfe 
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voce i^t&e: lion. .Qf tfii«HB«1^.aiuipi^, I 

fiw none on jayjoatnif hither, apd bitf 

tsTO old ones and a caib, dariag paiy.ftaj kf 

£bo. The aotdopc whoft *tai^ alme I 

fought^nowexa'ted my cariefityby its gisice, 

innocaide, and a^lhy^ the el^ph^t, the-ty- 

ger,aiidthe wolf,arc becqmeebje^ too iaod- 

iiartoneeddefcription. Xodbftrypron^Cflhy 

<heappctiteofliimiancQrk)|ity,haG ikaiUatiKcd 

<&& iohabitaiits o£ the mc^ pop^l^s «itk$ 

'ndth thefe beafts df the ^f^t ^ and we Jio 

lodger have to learn iron Jjpqlfs, hew-jd^ 

'ilefcnptioii adheres to n^iiure. Qosfts ■'^.a 

.Urge logg bearded 4pcct^, .flioi^ hoTMd, 

' ,And with a curved profile, Jike the Spiuii&i 

. 'geaoet J. the celebrated AfncaS; lhj:ep w^^ 

-the hajr coat^ and tailow tail ; and the A^i^ 

. Tn^K, but hardy. .Itc cova arc jfaiall, and 

'yielding but Uttie milk, and the art Qf maJ^Uig^ 

■butter was "unknown, to the peopje of £ifl; 

I endeavoored .to teach my houfek)2cp<!rs dJC 

-{M-ocefs, but thdr good hwnouf jwevailipg 

■on me, <x xhai xmh. want-rtrfbabityateil 

pafonaoucey.al^frays &uA»t<td pi^ iE$^|« 
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to leach thetti'what might have provoil fo 
highly ufefiil. 

. , AmcHig the jAants and flinibs that I faw, 
■afid could fbnn any knowledge of, were the 
j^iwi, or large thoray fenCtive plant, fome- 
•times called the gtod-merrow, thefc are abun- 
dantamong the underwoods. The bind-weed 
that winds about the loftied trees, exhibited 
X beautiful objeA, it bears a many -leaved - 
■ flower, with purple and white horns ; it ■ 
blows at funrife, and flieds at the approach- 
ing night, for about lis weeks, (a moon and 
a. half); it grows extremely tjiick, either 
/rem feeds, or branches torn and placed in 
ftft mdd within the reach ofthe fun's rays ; 
ii^e children of -the natives amufe themfelfres' 
IB" pianting it, and forming arbours, within ■ 
■which they fpend feverai^hoUrs of the' warm- 
' part of the d^y. /thc'^aW ttee-nii^^^c. pal- 
metto, are among the ufeful and e4tfgant. 
produflions of thcdimate ; the i^/and the 
annela, ■ are beautifiil fiowerifig fenibs ; ■ the 
Gt^ti£j aloe, of the bark of which ^ey mul;e 
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cords; the aeatuf J is aiio ^^imi'i.!tBdibit>i 
Mes of the Coping hills, exhibit .the white I 
Nareijiu and the Convolvulus. In the flat 
grounds, and on the edges of; the htces, 
the TiMfigrovej are frequently tQ_be fomid, : 
and fertility always with them-j here .aMb^ 
there are fome fpecies of the; 'wiUofwi diftin- ^ 
guiihable from ^h^ Ei4ropcan, by thcwcak- / 
Mlsofitswood, and bythekafbdng round at: 
thepoiqt. Among th^fiTiit tree? that I- harc^, 
not ;mmtioned:befpre, are the, Giwi'^, o£: 
■three or four fpecies,. ■whiph. arc efljcene<L 
by the- inhabitants s^ powerfpl remedies ,m 1 
the cure_ of dyfentery, likewifc. the I'mfgr^a--. 
note, witbairits be^ties, 'V\;i£ Anutrcmtb 
that fpends its.odgui^ in thcmomitig, and. 
the Z.o^(w or n/gA? ///)',. the, wlMtc.;yciUow,, 
and red, that drpop at the app^cach- of day»: 
and perfiime the air with._their;iDt<^caUPg< 
fragrance d^^ing the, night q^ljl, arc^lfflf : 
jlanthere, ' > • 

The brooks and rjvjilets yield thcir^bun-,. 
4aiic<; li^eTvife,, fot bcfidc i3ie Carp^ the ^ri^^ 
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-and the Perch., that are to be had in great 
'fiumbCrs, with others that I caonot dCfcribe, 
- fhe rivers at their mouths, and up as ^ as 
the tides flow, afford lobflers^ drabs, praoas, 
cray-fifli, foles, muUets, &c. id great abua- 
; danee ; while the thickets on their basks^ 
ofFord the Guimy-hen, the Moor fowl, the 
. Ortokmi aiid innumerable others. 

Between the amufements in the villages, 
-and -the pleafiires of Various expedititms into 
rthe country, I cbuidbear 'wiA perfeft eaft, 
■<he long abfcrice of accounts from the fliip; 
■ it was now the ift. of April, afid- the pcojJe 
■vfcic not fct returned, aJthoogh I had under- 
. Aood fhey coiild reach' the flup in ten days 
riiy theic^juffe of the river ; I amufed myfdif 
in fhooting birds and othfer cUrious -animals, 
or in purfuing the monkeys, in the valleys 
-flnd vdods. Of thefeanimilssbefide'the 
ffiaillgreettabi'bjownf^cdte, r4wtevei:ai 
..of- a large icind, isf a Y^M^Mi''(^i .348' 
r«tth \(4u«: bfelU^; gfe'en parrot9i'T(&ISt 
tiUdSj-'tettfiy-iiirds, thfellohg^tsdled-fiy^^iiH* 



grey paitots, and green and red paroquets ; 
the vulture and many other birds weB 
known to the naturalifts. . I was frequently 
accompanied by the old chief, who was 
delighted with the execution of my gun, and 
made himfelf acquainted with its ufe,- as weH 
as the nature of gun-fK)wder, fo for as to 
underiland that it was compofed of very ihn- 
ple materials. 

On the 3d. of April, while I was on an 
excurfion abroad, one of the meflengera 
returned fi-Qm the ihip, and I found him 
before me at my but in the evening, with i% 
packet from the Captain, adviiing me of the 
goods which he had fent by the fhallop, to 
the mouth of the- Uttle Con^, and giviiig me 
direftions how to proceeds 

The information being communicated to 
the old chief, he inforaed me he wouM koA 
a number of experienced bid men with nw, 
to chufe fuch articles as they fhould approve-; 
and after three ^ys, provi&pas atsl horfcA 
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being provided, wcfet out, the company 
confifting of fix of the deputation, with foin6 
of their families, a number of perfons to 
carry ^ovifions and goods, and my two 
■wives. We had nearly loo miles to go, 
*luch engaged us fix days; riding proved 
very unplea&nt to me,, on account of the 
h'eat and the want ■ of a feddlcl ■ We found 
the boats as liTwere dirked, and acargo.of 
brandy, rum, gin, and tot»cco; a few coarfe 
guns, fome ammunition, fwords, knives, 
fpcars, and ornaments,- fuch as' rings of 
varjoUs kinds, for the legs, arms, and fingers, 
fome .gilt and plated • breaft plates for then* 
irarriors, tinfel laccs, and fome ghifs-ware. 
Aa sflbrtmcnt fo.cxtenCve and rich in tbar; 
4yes, had- never been there beforfe'; - and- 
bargains were very f6on:made for goods, ia. - 
exchange for loo flavea, (being ordered not 
-■ to bring . dQ\ni more) for the reft I procured ■ 
LVory;and gold, i|i duft iftd bars. In thcfe; 
doings I foiind my wives of more- afcitdr ■- 
arte .thin Hiy_ i;flinpai«bn Hurt^t f«r :^^ti:-'- 

«^ • ■ 
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fiacerdx ftudled m^: intetdl, viak he ftucEci' 
tfi> profit lumfcif. 

< Being informed by my wivea, that if I 
bad a quantity of goods at the ca{utal, 
I fliould be hkcly to turn the whtJe to valu- 
able acconnt^ I determined ta tajcc with me 
as much as thchories.we hadcould'bear, and 
the pet^ile for a reaftmable rcwaid, would 
be prevailed on to cany. Accordingly ve . 
fct out on our return to the dty, - where we 
arrived wiAout any other diffiwihy, than 
what arofe from the ordmdry 'labour- (rftrst- 
ydt and the heat of the weather, for I-w»- 
now too well acquainted with the coji^srtif:& 
rqiofeimder the canopy of heaven, withotit. 
2toy: other fiirniture than the thick. Icawd 
ttcesjtp complain at trifleft- 

I war confidcraWy diverted during n^ 

■ 'nstnm.by the cfleAs which ornaments fffio- 

'duceJ onthcvanityof tbofc who had acquired 

^tiem, ^er by traffic ex labovr* Their 
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paiffion far i|nntoin liquon, ^t EkcwUe 
excdBve, but I was botH furprifed and 
pleafed, tb find their cffcfts on the tempers 
of the! Airicasi^ fa Very diffcnmt froni that 
of out' American &v2ges. Thofe who pjir- 
duifed them; «fi>d them at firft divertingly;, 
trying the tafte. of them in final! fip», fr^- 
cfucDtly. repeated. until their operation coiit*: 
meoced, -or tfaeexperiioeDters became toler- 
rfily intoncated. A.rudelcene of aboUerj' 
then . vras a3ed ; fits of laughter and . antic 
pranks were played > the parties running,, 
hallowing, climbing . trees, arid the likc^ 
without the leaft difpofition to mifchicf or ill 
%um6ar, I r^e&eA ■ frequently <mi the 
dotrages and crimes fommittcd indrunkca- 
ncfs By the American Indianft,^ but could not 
A:count in any feisiiB&iry way, for the fia. 
gpkr contrafi; between- their bchasiourj and 
that trf th?: Afiwahs-oaidcT fimilar circum- 



We -were recdveivmh great fetlsfe§i«» . 
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~ general acquainomces in the d^ ; the goods 
Iffoughtby the deputation, gavctim parti- 
cular fatisfeftion, and I" confrived^to coni 
vidce him of mj gratitude for his !attentibn, 
by aprefent'offomepafte jewellery, which 
though coju-fe' in the eye of one acquainted, 
with their true worth, 'were of a luftrc 
and value', in the 'eyes of the £ie king and 
bis people, comparatively fuperior io the 
diamonds of the Indies } a hindfome hanger . 
with a plate hilt,' completed' my prcfcnt, 
a^d'inade.hiiii in his own ediination, one of 
tlie'richeft ^ potentates. 

' Having arranged affairs for the falc of the 
remaining effefts, the intelligence wasfoMi 
Jpread around the adjacent villages, -and" the 
whole as foon converted ihtd ivory, and gold; . 
iji bars and'duft. It foon became ncceflary 
for me to prepare" for.-the ^drief, butrmoft 
irkfomc and difficult part of my duty..; The 
ffaves that I had purchafed were young men, 
Biany of whom beii^ <iag^ to cfc^e frcm 
' du3rb0iid^ejn£&>> pieferredthe isvH tiiat' . 

Liji/t..Goo^lc 
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cUcy " knew not of to that which they 
then felt j but the miijority were evidicntly 
affefted with grief at their appi'oaching 
departure. 

Arrangements were made, and a fufEcient 
body of the Ebo people undertook to accom- 
pany me as a guard to the place of cmbarka- 
tionj provifionswcre provided for thejourney, 
fo that each of the flaves was well fed, and 
a load of proTifions or goods given him to 
carry. They were tied to poles in rows, 
four feet apart ; a loofe wicker bandage 
e?und the neck of each, conncfted him to 
die pole, ind the arms being pinioned by a 
bandage affixedbehind above theclbows, thpy 
had fufficicnt room to feed, but not to loofe 
themfelvcs, or commit any violence ; and as 
the guard w^s provided with arms. We had 
nothing to apprehend during the night, as 
we, divided the Ebo people into pM-ties, oCn 
of wte^ . flept while the other lif atched. 
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' We fe^ ^t :fifea the cky abdirt 5 o'dftek 
uBTHeffldming; the dd King and?iisfen%, 
:the ciders aad their femilics, and my two 

wives ; of the fonner I took myleavc, vnth. 

evident marks of regret ; the old man telling 
: mc if I fhoiild come that way fotm, he would 
■be fond -of feeing me at my own houfe, for 
' lie Aotfid continue henceforth to call, that 
'part of his own, mine, w'hiih I hadoctJu^ed ; 
^■wy *iTesacd>!Bt)*&ied'nlc. 

^ This jomnby'icas extreuftfely diScrent.te 4ts 
'~BatUfcfr6mthatia'Whi(4i 19^1^ j>a^ed tMs 
'-•tray; the giddy praidts df the vain, dr'^e , 
■Hnebriaied EiOt •v^aswdcfiiHy cdnO-aftfed Uy 
^e fuHen melancholy, and de-ep fighs of tfee 
'-poor Gdl/d prifontfrs : often elid they. \&^ 
^fcackwith eyes flowing with'tejuts^ tHmfuJl-. 
^dcn Touiid and gaie, fccfliiilg to ffifft w-f& 
'rehxasuice, ctca- frirai tjirir fortmer borids^pt. 
rltAvos exeeffiveiy aiFe^ng tortie, biit I coo- 
fidercd that death might have been thcsr fete 
wherwife, and I endeavoured to reconcile 
thent to thJeir condition} by reprefeatiagflat- 



wcreg^ia&^tbattI;e.bcg¥Jstheyt^qit€(r(es(rcr«:i 
on^y to prevent their fljgiitl; . thai]^?y)ih(»I4' , 
be at thciTi liberfy whcr^ they-were gcMBg^j 
and have plenty to cat,_ drink, &c. Thefp, 
affurancesocca^one^ataoporary compofure, , 
and ■^c.at|l,eDgth an;ivc4,at,the,placc Gf wir, , 
embar^atioQ ; two boats had been brought , 
up, as thc,,J3iall9p, drew, too mudi water,! 
the flavcs wece put pn b«ard, and,ncceflarijy, ~ 
in irpRs brought for ths purpofe.— This - , 
meafure. oeqafioned one of the moft>i^^UBg^, 
fccnes J cvcr.witncffed,; thqir,h(^es with fay^j 
alTurance?, had, buoyed:- them ^?-oa the roadj;; 
but a change from the cordage to iroc(fetter$; . 
rent theh- hopes and hearts together? thak : 
vailings were torturing beypnd what words', 
can exprds; but delay at :t:^,cri£s-wouI4^ 
have been fatal j the boat's crews ,were . 
acqu^ntedwith th^do^, zod, they.-ircre,aUj 
fafely^c^^Jtedf '*^ . 

MeaawUk I had rettrod from die paihfbll 
SnOKi and had to anrange nvf dqnrnire ioafl> 



tb leave tlie two affeffionifte creatnres wfaft 
had been fo ahiious to procure me every 
fatisfaftion duririg my refidenc« with them. 
It'Was a tzik more deliclte (although affec- 
tion cannot he fuppOfed as concerned) than 
may be believed by thofc whoare unacquaint- 
ed with Ticiffitudes of an adventurous life, 
and fiich asVould be deemed abfiird to thofe 
whofe ftandard-for judging the feelings 
and aftions of all ihankind is formed by the 
education, the habits, and prqudices of a 
particular fociety. ' Ihad prepared fome pre- 
^aii for them, confiding of fuch trifles as I 
deemed fuitable to their fcx and tempers; 
Kiiemla .xhs t^lfeft was a graceful ^ung wtK 
man, andpoffeffcd a degree of fenfibility and 
dffintcreftednefs that might be deemed un- 
common even under a fair complexion and a 
more temperate climafe. Tanee whofe tem- 
per was more lively, diJplayed her fieelings in 
a different way ; Koomla with her head 
reclined, expreffed herfeJf by fighs and up. 
braidings, that I ftioiald go", without .her ; 
Tanee bdievcd tlut I.wottld^.as C W Sooa ■ 
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jTctum agairi ;. thefqwmer would not accent 

enjoiued her to keep'. 

told me Jhe would 

e Koomla till I Ihpuld 

"aio that both 0ioul4 

d fhortly to return, 

.aod enjoined them,' to take care.of each other, 

■that cm my return I might find both -well as 

I meant torefide then with them-. They followed 

me to the edge of the river and held me by 

rthe coat till L broke ircan them aod, jumped 

- .on board tJie boat, when theg^ .both burft 

■into tears, and were carreffcd by the reil gf 

the natives among ifhom I had dilbibutad 

-fuch -little baubles as remained with ilK< * - 

We fbon loft fight of them in a winding 
of the rivw J aad rontinucd gmpg down 
with the current'till m'ght ; the fiavfi.S'feemeSl 
every hour to feel their fituatioH moi^ griev-^ 
ouily, and I ordered them each a drani of 
licpior which fbra while "exhilaatcd tjjaw 
fpirits, and quieted tibeir cares.. The ioA. 
.Townds of tbcrijrcr,' aitd ticdifficoite.'^f 



146 . 
rowing from the Ihoals, and fallen trees that 
thwarted the current, obliged us to lie too ; 
we accordingly made faft 
lay with the two boats aloi 
ofher, keeping a regular w 
night. We fumiflied the fl; 
£ons, but whether through grief or fuUeoefs, 
"very few of them would partake of any 
rcfrefliments befide water. 

As foon as we had light we unmoored, 
and before nooD we reached our Jhattop, 
extremely fatigued from the heat and clofe- 
■nefs of the air, the banks of each fide as we 
paffed, being overgrown with wood and 
thicket, obllrufting its free circulation. We 
.had now another difagreeable piece of duty 
'to execute, viz. the removal of the flaves 
■irom the fmali bpats'^into the ihallop ; they 
■ were in want of rooni, and it was fuggefled 
to lobfe- fix of therii at a time ; we accord- 
ing moved to the'tentre of the river, aad, 
being moored by a grapling, began to remove ' 
them J they appeared generally more quiet, 
C";o(>;lc 
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and willing to aft as we direAed by the inter- 
preter than ufual, and had now all been 
removed, and placed below, but the laft fix, 
■whom we fuffered to remain on the deck j 
■when we had got under weigh, and were 
pililmg through a narrow part of the river, 
two of them found means to jump overboard ; 
a failor who was in the fmall boat aftern, 
feized one of them by the arms, and the end 
of a rope being thrown to him, the ilive 
was taken on board, though not without 
fome difficulty. The others who had been 
at the oars, feeing their fellows, one of them 
feized, and the other ftruck on the head with 
a pole, fet up a fcream, which was echoed 
by the reft below; thofe that -were, loofe 
made an effort to throw two of the failors . 
overboard ; the reft, ' except the one in the 
boat and at the helm, being afieep : the 
noifc had now roufed them, and the fcream 
had impreffed them with foms degree of 
terror; they fezied on the guns and bayonets 
that lay ready, and rulhed upon the_ flaves, 
five of whom from below had got loofe, and 
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■were endeavouring to fet the reft: free, wKile 
thofe wc had to deal with above, were threat- 
ening to facrifice us to their defpair. Thefe 
tt-anfaftions were but theevents of a moment j 
I had neither gun nor fword, and to retire 
in fcarch of either, would have been to give 
the flaves a decifive fuperiority ; I laid hold of 
the palhon ftick, and hadraifed it to ftrike one 
of them who had nearly wrefted a gun frooi 
6ne of the failors, but before I could give 
tTve blow, I received a ftroke of an oar, 
which fevered my little fingfer from my hand ; 
1 know not how it was that I felt nothing of 
the fevere pain- fcff the moment, a flight 
twitch t>n the hatid was the only fenfatiom 
,1 experienced j the bfow was broken that I 
had intended,'but I renewed the effort, and 
with effeft, for I levelled the fellow, and 
the failor recovered his gun, whom I could 
ftot prevent from running the poor negro 
through tha body ; the hatch was open, and 
he fell among his fellows, who had, crouded 
tied, and ironed as they were, to aflift^is Jar 
as they were abJe, by holding our legs. 
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■ enconragmg tfierr companions, and flionting 
whenever ihofc above did any tiling that 
appeared likely to overcome one or other of 
us. We at length overpowered them ; one 
only having cfcaped and one being killed, 
the reft \ve hnnrediately bound in double 
irons, and took care from thencd till oiir 
arrival at the fliip, not to fuffer any of them 
lo take the air without being made faft. 
Five of the failors were confiderably, but . 
not dangerouily hurt, and of the (laves, thofe 
whd had been riotous above and below, 
nine were feverely wounded.. 

We reached the (hip in five days from our 
firft embarkation, where we were received 
*ith much fatisfa^tion j the officers had 
HI provided themfelves with three or four 

wives each, and rebuked me for n 

ing mine afong, alledging that the 

according to the account giv^ by ri 

mates, briifg a good price when w 

in America. I was forfy> hoiveye . 

fliat two of our beft feamen fed etjijre^ 
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during my abfence, from the excdEve fatigue 
of the Ihi ps duty, and the heat of the cUmate, 

, While I wasaway, the Captain had opened 
a trade in another channel, he had obtained 
, loo flaves in the place where he lay, bcfide 
gold and ivory ; and had contrafted with 
fome French and Englifh faftors up the river 
Reyo Naimus, for the remainder of his cargo, 
aodfor hisfcaftores. We accordingly weighed 
anchor and flood for thai river, which lies 
about 40 leagues N. of the Reyo Pon^, or. ■ 
in 10 deg. 40 min. fouth, and on the i6th» 
0/ May arrived off the Cape, which forms 
one fide of the fouthem outlet of that river. 

The Reyo Naunus is navigaWe above 15a 
miles from its mouth ; its banks are low^ 
fertile, and moderately iiAabited, but within 
a few miles of the fea ; for, advancing far- 
ther into the country it is fwampy, unwhole*. 
fome, and uninhabited for feventy or eighty 
miles above i beyond which, the gro«nd 
»g^ obtains its elevation, fo that healtJiaiMi ; 
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^opidation are feen in union with a Kixnftant 
country, and a pleafant climate. Here the 
faftors of European nations have eftabliflied 
a fettlement, and lead a life of heedlefs extra- 
vagance and diiCpation. The American and 
European traders to this country, fupply 
them with all the luxurious produce of the 
world, with wines, jewellery, and coftljr 
clothing. The produce of their gardens, 
uniting the productions of every climate by 
being maintained at a great expencC of negro 
labour, is obtained in great perfeftibn by a 
few, and in abundance by all. ■ Although a 
plenteous climate and hmitted fociety, ren- 
ders hbfpitality fcarcely praifeworthy^ and 
although every individual, even of mode- 
rate property, fupportshisown eftablifhment^ 
of hdufe, gardens, horfes, and flavcs j thefe 
•^fettlers unqueftioiKibiy defervc notice, for 
among them hofpitality exifts, in a degree 
unknown in other countries. "Ifc, 

, The Captain and I on our anivaJ, wcbt ., 
pi fliorcto lay in ftocfc and wiitq-, but h^ 
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. contemplated rettrrning as fbon as we flwaiK 
have engaged wkh fomc pcrfon tofapply us; 
ire were met, however, and inTttcd to the 
iiotrie of an EnglHhinatt, who had once fol- 
lowed the fea ; he entreated ns to ipeiid the 
day with. him, and that in the meantime, 
our bufinefs c<MiId be done by ordering what 
we wiflied horn his houfe. It was early, 
and we were provided with a fulaptuous. 
fcrc^taft of chocolate, tea and coffee, ele- 
gantFy ferrcd up in beautiful Chinaand plate, 
with fruits -of various kinds in giafs ware^ 
Several of the neighbouring iaftors, joined 
Hs, and appeared jealons of our accidentally 
becomii^ gaefts of one and not of the other ; 
feowcrer, that ^c fociety of the- pl^ce ftiouJd 
tec kept Jtpf they agreed (without aiking 
tor eoidcttt) that we fliotdd fpend a day: 
with each of them, in order. Wc oWefted 
So this esccfiiite iibcrality, but were diliged! 
to ilay dinner witlione, andftip wJthanodier,, 
to take a bed with a third, and a glafS;C# 
mnt fflt;ia^ftf,wiihlntfa dozmmore;, we 
tK&ec^iaStcd to the gardeais th« I hxsj^ 
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before noticed, and heard the aaecifotca of 
the feveral plantations, and pdfrel31<ms &oai' 
the firil fettlement. As the heat of the ddj 
iocrcafed wc retired, and the fecrificcs to 
Bacchus commenced, wirfi what they called 
a wbetter hefore dinner. Some of oiir com- 
pany, however, had been rather earlier at 
their devotions ; — fcut as the minutia: of the 
two days which wc were obliged to i^end 
with ■ them, would be tedious, a general 
defcripdoD of their cuftotns and mode of life, 
■will be more fuitable and tompreherf'vc. 

TTiefe feftors raoftJy conGft of perfons who 
hare led a fcafiiring life, but being left in 
the country .dther by defign or accideait, 
have gradually become attached to the indo- 
lence and indulgence which the climate 
affords. The woods, the rivers, and thd 
kbours of the Africans, afford all that luxury 
em require for the ts^, and trade" fupplies,. 
the reft. One of th^, John Stone-hy..; 
name, whofe houfe wo had- firfl <a?n^cdj.'' 
^s irom the nerth eaft of '£ji^a^^-;^ft$t' . 



'54 
had relidcd at the CoUng abont 8 or i o yeaH,. 
He had at firil fight, (thcfe were his words) 
attached himfelfto rfie partially, and took 
much pains to induce me to remain there, 
pointing out the advantages that I Ibpuld 
derive from being the only American in the 
fettlement, and the independence I would 
fpeedily acquire by trade in the interior, from 
the experience in that line which he learned 
I already had. Thefc temptations offered 
^ the moments of hilarity made but a feeble 
imprefiioQ on me, and the laxit^^ of mailQ£)> 
and intoxication tiat I faw, did not appear 
fo much the effeft of common and 'general 
cuftom, as of a fuppofed defire of thcfe 
fettlers, to contribute to dite comfort and 
fJcafure of pedbns. who had partaken pf 
none, but the few enjoymehfs of an advenr 
turous life, for a long time previous. 

■ But I propofed defcribing their' way of 
Ufe, I need not remark on the cuftwaary plu- 
rality of women in the dc«neftic eftablifh- 
me&t, but will only obferve tiiat the whites 



:adopt this Faihion of the country jn all its 
extent ; the morning beverage of Madeira 
or Lifbon wines, fpiritous liquors, or the 
more palatable liqueurs of the belle nation^ 
-circulate, during the forenoon, which, i? 

- devoted to vifiting from houfe to houfe- The 
hour of dinner is that which fixes company tq 
a point, as all keep open and ample boards j 

, it is not fo much the qucftion whether they 
. fliall all dine together, as with wiiat parti- 
cular one that fiiall be, and each perfon 
■ffifliiflg to be the favoured man, the bell 
accommodation has generally the'preference, 
y'hich makes €^&ry one emulous to have the 
-mofl: tempting viands and agreeable fare* 
This fpirit fo liberal in appearance, is yet not 

- the effeft of an amiable paffion, but rather 

■ the contrary, and the exceffcs of whichj k , 

- the parent will^bc perhaps the befl tell tob' 
prove its mifchievous tendency. 

: ; ; Theboardis fcarcely fpread, and the^eft^ 
feated when the debawh begins,; for tjieir 
,b^"?k>uf isaqreftrainedby tiat tafte-;^ 



^cGotu&i vhicfa IS always iQljSred by (be 
fociety of uniabte and iccompliihcd 'wodkeo, 
vihilc the nideoefs of the converfation- is 
generally afldtted with the uncoiuteoui way 
of ISe, to -which the company has beenhalii> 
toated. They c<Hne to the table nearly 
intoxicated, and before dmner is completed, 
they become downright drunk ; the vacati^ 
Tvhich marlts the uncultivated miad, afford- 
ing no room here for ufeful converfation or 
agreeable hilarity, folly and wantcmncfs 
fupply th^ir place. The coarfe jocularity of 
deflroying their apparel or wafting the food, 
is their amufement ; while the raoft cxquifite 
Viands arc wafted without' litiHty, and the 
appetite being palled by fuper^ndancc, 
lofes all its value but that w*!th gratifies 
the vanity of the provider, by indulging the 
wafte and abfurdity of "his-guefts. After 
the wine has circulated freely, the meats are 
even occafionally daihed about at the heads 
<rf the beft humoured, or moll patient of the 
company, and the empty diflies, plates, anid 
tables arc deimJiihed to fliewthe I^Mt ^ 
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the party, and the i^Ieugths to which they 
toufd carry a joke. 

A man of high fJMrit on'an occafion of this 
kind, has been known to fumiCh a fecond, .' 
tod a third conrffi for a like entertainment, 
«ach of which met with a fimilar fate — and 
the whole was afterwards celebrated as 4 
highfi-oHc. 

At lie dbilcluiion of thtft deliauches, the 
Black wives who know their duty, attend 
and convey each cxempiary mafter to his 
own houfe. This, with the fimple variation 
of hunting, (hooting, and fiftiing parties, at 
particular fi^fons, giving orders for the 
toanagemcftt of their gardens, their meals, 
and occafionafly their traffic, is the itoand of 
life thendiite people'lead in this fettlement. 

My landlord had coiltrlved tor ^utrtt 
convertible property, to the araooBt of 
between 3 and 4oa<A. he had Orighialiy 
"lioped to have fcti^erf to £urope, t^ 



fpcnd the remainder of his life happily, hut 
he confefled he did not then think he could 
be camfoTiable any where elfe, and had deter- 
mined to ftay where he was. 

I had however, conceived. dii^rent idca^ 
of comfort, and though I could not^ Ihmi 
^ir noify and mad fefUvity for the UtDp, 
1ia3i. convinced that if I pofleffed the means 

liicli my hofl then did, that I ftiould fiod 
s on the banks of the Hud/on or Dela~ 
•ware^ where it could be converted to more 
rational -and defirahle pnrpofcs. , ,, _ 

As our cargo was now complete, and oa^ 
ilock and water provided, fufficient for the 
paffage home, it was high time . to depart^ 
which we did not without much obftruftiop 
from our madly hofpitable faftors, and with- 
aching heads and fick ftomachs, not likely to 
let us foon forget ihem.- 

Our entertainers determined to accomjany , 
us to the fliip, and the Captain with fomc. 
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others of the faftors having taken one boat, 
'toy hoft accompanied me in the other;' on 
the way he took much trouble to perfuade 
me to leave the (hip and ftay with him, and 
offered irtc 300!. per annum to quit the fiiip 
,.and keep his books. It was in vain that I 
- told him I'conld not obtain a difcharge from 
the vefTel, thiit ail the accoiints were kept 
in "my hand writing, and that I was not fan- 
guine enough of advantage to induce me to 
ftay, even if I had the power ; he iliU conti- 
nued to urge his propofal. I was however, 
indeed much allnrcd on further refieftiofi, by 
the knowledge I had of my own refolution 
"againft a dlQipated life, and particularly by 
the profpcft of making a rapid fortune, (o 
much within my power, by ray acquaintance 
with the Ebo King and people, and by the 
■progrefs I had made in their language ; fo 
much, that could the diiEculties which I 
faw in- my way, be removed, I Oiculi have' 
embraced the offer. 
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We reached ibe vcfly, apd wtf?i &di, 
rough fare as we ppflefled, endeavaured tp 
legate pur vifitors, who took leare of ws 
with the evening, but not without a more 
prdEng invitation to me, to get on ftiorc. .-, 

Wc were now to prepare for £ea i our 
vcffel lay nearly a mile from the -fhore, ai^ 
our cargo was all on board ; but a very 
fcvcre diilemper already threatened the 
flaves ; they had become iUIen and. mclaa* 
cbtJy, and di&ontented with their food,- aa4 
confinement. The air of the ihip, and the 
fcemc before me, perhaps together with th^ 
remainlDg fumes of delrauch on Ihore, coQ>- 
tributed to render me difqcmtented with m^ 
^tiiAtioa. I revolved in 'jny uund that I ba4 
Ijow difcharged my duty to the owne»s, that 
I had but a few- entries to- make to ctanple^ 
Ac accounts, and while the hope of fortune 
and the temptations of the Eoglifli £i£toF, 
preffed upon my recolicftion ) I determiBed 
finally, tofinilh my bufinefs, and emlarfcin 
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. I^ wqrftbieiftg executed m rtie Iwat and 
entJDufiaim Qt^my refolutiog ; .1 bad now to 
contrive the means of my departure. The 
Givptain could not according to his articles, 
-give me a difchajrge, but this obftacle was 
tally a ftronger inftigation to perfevere in the 
Wtempt. Every perfonoFcheihip's- company ,■ 
. but the Captain, Surgeon, and myfelf, had 
ilated duties in the watch, which from the 
arrival of the Haves, was conftantly and 
rigdjy kept up: the paly boat not on boanjl- 
jKW ch^ed ^fto-n, and this it would be 
iwpoflible to get clear ly/itiiout exciting 
fdarin. 

: Jji^^^ked the adyicp of the feflor, not 
toifcawe t^e ftiip till on the verge of hw 
departure; we had dropped.down with the 
4tde, and moca-ad by the bed bower and 
ilrc^Kianchor,i@ a fine fandy.bQttpm, butthe 
^j^pofiie iborc was.marfljy: the next morn^- 
o 2. 
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kg was to be that of our dq)arture. My 
determination to efcape was confirtned by' 
my accidentally feeing as I paiTed the maia^ 
natch, one of the flaves in the pangs of death ; . 
the fieknefs had already made confidcraHc 
progVefs, and I was ftruck with the danger 
that muft follow when oiit at fea, as'thc dif- 
eafc bad already mflifted" death. -■ 

. My whole mind was now concentred on 
my efcape, and I foon prepared two bottles 
yf fpirits to give the watch, after the Cap- . 
taiii Oiouid have gone to ficep : a few articles 
of linen, my beft hat, and my hanger, I fet 
apart ; and when all had retired, about ten 
at -night 1 came upon deck, and offered the 
boatfwain, who commanded the watch, a 
can of grog, of which I knew him to be not 
a little fond ; he freely Ihared it with Acr 
reft, and I was not backward in repletaflii^ 
the quantity, which had itsdefired effeSj 
for 1 then retw-cd^ and focm after coming ttfk 
with my tUogs, found them aU extended on 
thr. vO-'r ?'!'l fri^ 3"°'^, T :!7xrd igv t^lct^t^ 

D«].ii.t ..Google 



i63 

on a plank which the carpenter had marked 
out for the fcantling of a barricade, and let 
it down in the water by a rope's end ; I then 
ftripped myfelf toall but my fliirt and trow- 
fers, and committed myfelf to the water; 
intending to fwim to the ihore with the plank, 
and biioy myfelf up by it wheh'I fhould feel 
fatigued. Imeanttofioataftem,butfromwant 
of means to manage the plank, it had- got 
entangled in the man ropes, I endeavoured 
to make for the boat, which with much dffi- 
culty, after having difcngaged my clothes 
and hanger, letting thenr go adrift, I cffe£ted. 
Perfifting in my pnrpofe, 1 once more made 
the attempt ; but the tide was now rapid, 
and I unfortunately fwept againft the ftream 
cable, by which I was turned over, and fepa- 
fated from the plank. My only refourcc 
now was to adhere to the cable in order to 
., get fafc on board if poflible, and affw: much 
difficulty, I- got out of the water aiid^iam- 
beredup to fome diftance : having refted 
for fome time here, and the tide flackcnirigi ■ 
loflce more thought of committiiiF njyfeit 
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to the w^ter and ftRimnufig to Ibotp, when E 
difcovercd by the occafioofil fdQtiUatioBs of 
lightning, three or four ^vligatgrs - floati^gf 
below me in the currenrt ; my blood vas 
chilled, apd I congratulated myfelf for the 
ntomeot on my happy cTc^k. I noW' 
ppndndcd to make my way back on Cup- 
board as well a^ pofBble, which having 
cSe^ied, I found my ihipmates all fUU happy 
and heedlefs ; and lliiak to my bir^, cooled 
juid fatigued, and ready for repofe. Oo 
the morning as thcanchors wereabout to hq 
taken up, I was called to take the uii^. 
beverage which fcamen call their moraiqg^ 
but pleaded ilbeis, and was waited on by the 
Doftor, to whom I without referve, hut in 
confideoce Hated the plain truth. He wa^ 
much fvirprifed, promifed fecrecy, and fur-.' 
.nifhed me with fome of his owQ. clothes, i^. 
whichlmademy appearance upon deck, the 
.Captain condoling with lae upon m^y illncA^ 
which he iaid was vilible in my couateoanc^^-. 
and exprefCng his fears that I had caug|a 
the ficknefs which had already killpd ^^t$,i 
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of the pa^k ; thtmgU I could with difficulty 
fshm froni laughter^ I was fatisfied to find 
aU had gone fo far well. 

We had M>W dropped down a coafiderablc 
length, and Ihaduearly dcfpaired of efeain§ 
Bjy efcape, when accident threiif an oppor- 
tunity in my way, that I direftty embraced. 
it was foimd neceffary to take in fome ballalt, 
gwd the hoatfwam having furfeited himfelf 
v!it^ ivat^ngihe previeus night, and was 
unahic to goon Ihorc with the boat, I accord- 
JBlgly offered my fcrvices j but had no oppor- 
tunity of tijung any CQnveniencies with me, 
Cjccept a CbeU cutlafs and jack knife. I 
detcnnined upon effefljag my purpofe now 
once fcr aU. 

When we reached (he fhore I fet themca 
to work, UJfging them to make ha(te> -wiiile^I 
took a (bort walk.along the bank, tp-return . 
by the time they were ready, if not, for thcnj 
to call me. Inftead of taking to the water 
£de, I . focoj got out «^ %ltt of the Jjoiit?* 
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crew, and made the bcft of my way inlarrd 
from the water ; but findiag it was populous 
in that direftion, I judged It better to take 
the fhelter of feme bruih wood and high 
grafs that was near. They hailed as direfted, 
and I heard them; they fearched in aB 
direftions, andpalTed feveral times clofc by 
me, calling my name, and at length returned 
.concluding me loft or devoured by wild 
beafts. The Captain was extremely to- 
priled to find the failors return without me, 
and determined to go on ftiore himfcJf that 
evening, and engage a party of the natives 
to go in fearch of me. I, infenfibJe, and 
unfufpefting of this, had not ftirred before 
midnight from my covert, but having marked 
where, the fun went down, fet forward from 
that direftion, and travelled till daylight ; 
having found plenty of fruit, I feafte d, and 
chofe a recefs once more, and committed 
myfelf as I hoped, to fleep. The monkeys, 
however, were lefs civil than I had hcfari 
found them, they collected in numbers aboiif^ 
and annoyed me by their 'mcdSkM {tieamm§ 
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^jjd chattering, which made me uneaCy, as I 
feared that their noife would attraft fwne of 
the natives to the place. To avoid this, I 
determined to move forward, and w^ accom- 
panied by this ntrify pcltiferous- crew, jump- 
ing from tree to tree before and on all fides 
of me, crying louder if poffiblej than before:. 
Fr€;quently did I^withthedefire of revenge, 
vnik for a gnn that I might facrifice forac of 
them J but in the afternoon having obtained 
fome quietnefe, I lay down to fleep j and 
about 9 o'clock purfued my route. Several 
pathways croffing. convinced me that the 
country was thickly peopled ; I endeavoured 
to take that which was leaft trodden, but 
■ fliortly after difcovored five perfons crofEng 
the path which I was purfuing, I changed 
my courfe up an afcent, and efcaped unno- 
ticed, but had not gone above a mile when 
I.difcpvered two Others fomewhat ahead of 
me. llie opcnnefs. of the country now 
4eprived me of flielter, for a few fcattered' 
.irccs wwe all that this rifing ground afforded; 
.%^ two men apprpaching, and I had placed 
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ftiy/etf behind, a rree, ftriftin'^niy potftid* is 
fhey drew near^-I Aonghr they wouH hive 
heard my heart beat as I fttx»d againit tfls 
tree, fo great was my apprehenfionj thefy 
pafled me, however, and 1 turd^d into '"'a 
path that led down into the woody country'. 
I had plucked fome fruit and fat dowti by'jt' 
rivulet to rfifrclh myfelf, when fatigue and 
want of deep overcame me, fo that I lay 
- down under Ihelter of a banli. About rtiid- 
hight, as I computed by the time I had beeti 
aficep,* I was awakened by violent claps &£ 
thunder, the Kghtning ftreamed along the 
verge of the hoHzon, and illumined thehea- 
vens ; the d^k heaji^ of dbudsjiifingvoluihe 
over volume, difplayed a variety of the moft 
fublime fhadows, through the intervals df 
"which, the' corufcations burfl: in a thoufafld 
, points, breaking into angles, and exploding 
'til deep reibunding peals that gradually were 
loft undulating on the ear, and this ftiilfiie- 
cecdedby another louder, and accompanr^ . 
Tjy a torrent that feemed to ponr from fhe 
heawns lUre the waters of aca:farai¥. "We 
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AfMib' began ncr* to abate, and vas feintly 
^eard muttering at a diilance ; but the winds 
j^fe^.tbe trees of the foreft fhook, and in alter- 
jutcmonjcnts was all horrible, awful, dark, 
and ftiU.-r-Drenchcd with rain and overcome 
;with a depreSon, from the awftil fc«ie that 

■ hid pafled, a momentary conftderation' of 

■ my prcfent circumftances^ produced fenfa- 
jions that i cannot defcribe ; my eyes over- 
■flowed with tears , which eafed ine of my 
'anxiety, and I then felf an uncoDqueraijlc 
jiropcofity to fleep. 

'. The day had been he fpent when I awoke ; 
the heat of the fun was conflderable; I 
ftrippcd off my drippng clothes, dried them, 
and bathed in the rivulet on the banks <^ 
which I had lain. Having coUeded a few 
fruit, and being further refreJhed, ;I dct*j> 
mined to purfiie my rOute over the hill fr^, . 
irhich I had befbre de&ended » but found I 
."had fuffered mwe than I pievknifly (Ufpefled 
ty "fatigue and by tbe raifii :of thi* .J was 
j^iaviiKcd by. my weakaefst as& tb^^^ 

S ■-.■;' ■. 
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took advantage of a -hw ^ses Chat Ag&d 
nrsr each other to te&Jio^ieH,-xad.ia.t.di09fn 
for about haif an'hoor, ivhea I iras (daroieil 
by the found of iuiman 'roicee. -i-itoSc ntp^ 
tnd to my aflon^uncat faw a 4)ody«f Urt 
tiafLves of about cnren^, AnaeU wi^i ^M 
arms and fpeus, and mthin loo -yarils ii^ 
me. 'l -was 'immcdiatdy Aruck Joith -xb 
ifpprE&cnlion that they-^vcce in purfiiit of 
me; but ccHicludcd diat the Ihip^muft have' 
failed before this time. I then fc^t-a d^po^ 
fition to accofl; them ; but ftill undetermined 
1 found anyfelf . cteepaig along towardsithe 
i)ppo£lte:iide of the btUoa ell fours., ita 
Axm asi copccived' myfelf out of^Tight dAJl 
io*arfs; the v^ey 'With ail the fpccdJnjiBf 
■povitr; batilftcd.imiain,Iiwas:difcoKeiEd, 
flod to ^my aftoni&nuoit and Bbnn, nhiecvt 
lour lbot« £red alwr me. Ixdlotiklisd o^' 
Tpeed} but d^ pot&eis'were^too'-flcEfyiiBd 
(uncertain Tvbat fate lanaStcd ntc^l tttrorf 
fhort round and '&ced then ; : tiioy' feiz^ 
bnd'V^e ibout^tQ tie «^; lendos 
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fix malte them. trnderflaDd what' I' Bad.to iaf 
in the Ebo tongue ■without effeft but hf 
figns informed them that I would go with- 
dnt oj^fitiMi. They condufted me back 
by ahnoftthciameroQte Fhadcome, guards 
Ingmecloicly, and fome ofthem occafibrtaliy 
"fltemng the marics of my feces, by which I 
ftippofe they had traced" my courfc. We 
arrived that night a-t a village, where I had 
h dry hut and plenty of ricc fti"aw to fleep 
•tipon ; a paMy was piaecd to watch me, but 
i was fupfJied whh fbod and palm wine — 
} flcpt fonndly, but awoke feverffli, and was 
, febliged to rife early in that condititm. I 
ftAt extremely weak, but determiflfed^'tD go 
-tphitherfeever they Icd^ provided niy Hfehgth 
Thonld be fuificient; to-my furprifc, howevw, 
upon clearing a is'ood' thi-dugh whi(5i -We 
paffcd, I faw the (hip clofc in by the flidr*?. 
•Mixed emotions overcome roe; Midi faratofj. 
'oa recoveiY rfound the Captaiil, tke DoOof^ 
&nii forae ef^Jji^ip's crew i^onnd Bfc j- thft 
^Captain recerra inc wiA great eeoJS^S'; 



but the Doftor, the mate, and faUoK aU 
with the greatoft cordiality. 

Having arrived on board, the Captain 
npbraided me with dcfertiag him ; I allcdged 
in my defence that I had completed'his bufir 
nefs, and fignified the apprchcnfions I enter- 
tained for my health ; apprdienfions which 
have fince proved to my forrow, were but 
too well founded. I did not hefit^e to 
declare my cxpeftaiions of ibon reaUzing a 
property, could I reach the Coimg faftory, 
and dcfired as the fliip's bufinefs was all 
brought up, that he would permit me to go 
thidier in the bcft manner I conld. He tedd 
me that there was yet ftirther bufmds to do, 
that he had ihipped iijj.my abfence, an addi- 
tional number of fl^ves, brought to him 
down the li^yo Natmus, and that hp could 
not 'agree to it, even had that bu£oe^s net 
mtcrfered ; finding it in vain to ftrlve ^- 
ther ag^nft difficulties, I relmquifhed a^ 
ideas of fortune, aod reconciled myfelf to - 
recant hoiac. '^' 
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■ I. was afterwards infoltned, that die Cap- 
tain had gone oh fhore, finding me not 
return with the boat, and learned from the 
people of the next Villaige that they had feen 
'■die footfteps of an European in theif neigh- 
. 1>ourhobd on the preceding day ; he accOTd- 

ingiy hired .25 of die natives to go in o»c 
dircflion, and an equal number in the othfx, 
as they faid I could only get out of that part 
of the country by two paffages, bwing to 
..the large rivers then filtmg with the rains 
, that had fiillen on the inland mountains. The 
party that took me had difcovered my tracks, 
and purfned their courfe till they overtook 
Tnc, in confequCTice of whith, they lecciBed- 
« runlet of rum as a reward. ■ .■ 

■ The whole number of'flaves that we had. 
-fiow on board, t found about 500^ of whom 

Tijjiove Jo'werethen lying in a dai^rous. 

uate of ilfncjfs ; it was time for us to 'depart, 

being now the 13th. of June, 1795; Wt 

■"::ccordiilgly got in ourancbors, and procured ■ 

■ 'fy:. of the natives boats, with -fix mctt im 

^. p. a. 
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^bi to tow us down nig^ and daj, vibm 
the tide fcrvcd. 

Ou the Diommg of dwt 15th. while 
waiting for the tide, about 9 o'dock, we 
■were alanncd on board by a quarrel ia the 
tx>ats. Some of our pec^le who had beea 
ou this coafb before, had excttcda fpirit of ciMn- 
petitioa betwecu the natives in the boats diat 
towedoncachofourbows; eachpartyclaiming 
.thegreater merit, toenfureit, they proceeded 
.from hard words to actual blows ; the party 
offended had drifted a little aftem, the others 
prcfcrvcd their place i the (tended now 
united their force, and rowed upto attack the 
aggrcffors. Thefc being preffed, flew iqy 
the fides of the Ihi^, and were purfued by 
the otiiers, vhi^ made it time - ibr us to 
.interpofc^ Our only refource was to drive 
both parties over the fides of the fhipj' we 
were thte fwioging round, and it woi4d be 
.jiijig tq expeft further f^vice £com tbe com* 
^l^toints J all hands were, therefore, oiedcred 
to.'i'WEtecSiaadtiit Captain dkaftedthcinlitt-- 

Lijii.t..Googlc, 



^75 
preter to order them from off the deck, 
and the ftiip's fide, or we fbould fire ap«l 
them. They dircftly made to their boats, 
but .ailailing each other vith knites and 
other weapons : fome of them, to efcSpe, 
attempted to get in the cabinwlndows, whese 
I was ftationed with two men, I difdiarged a 
mufltet over their heads, which feared them 
fo that they jumped into the water ;. theu" 
b6ats -were cut adrift, and the tide fetving, 
we left them in a warm confii&, vrhereia 
feveral^muft have been killed. 

We cleared the Capes without atiy iiir- 
fiier event -worthy of notice, on the 17th 
June ; the wind at S. E. we fteercd a N. N. 
W. courfc. From thence to the 271^1. there 
was little to tKite, bat the ordinary vanaticms 
of wind and weather, except the incrcaf^ 
feverity of the diforder that raged on board , 
it was an inil;ynmatory i^ver, attended witt 
fyjnptoms of dyfentery ^ ^me, but mt^y 
Vith a vJolent inflaimaatiOn, and fwellmg -raF 
jjtc eyc.5 and ejeUds^ with a drfclai^e of 



ftriii rheum. The flaves were almdl liifi- 
Ifomty affliftea wjtli this diToraer In tlie eyes, 
even fliore (haii had been fcizeH with the 
dyTentcry. Both direafcs foon Commitnicatai 
\o the crctv, and by the gotTi. of June, wfe 
liad fcarcely men enough to work the fhip. 

Hitherto "by exercrfe and an open air, by 
Keeping cdnftantly on deck; rcfraiBing qs 
ifiiuch from fait food as poBible, and by frc- 
'^uent bathing on board, I liad kept myfeilf 
in pcrfeft health, though in conftant terror^ 
from the frequent deaths of the flaves, and. 
fhe ficknefs of the crew around me. 

On flie ill:, of }uly, 1 found niy precau- 
tions had not availed", and the "goodnels 
"of my conftitution not fufficient to fupport 
me againft the prevailing difeafe any longer. 
"The fever attacked me, and my eyes fweileS 
■ to fucli a degree that I could fcarcely open 
them, my fpirits, however, ftill kept me up, 
and after the eleventh day I began to reco- 
ver: on the 20th. I could go upon deck. 



m 

ajid continued to do fo, regaining my ftrcngt^ 
hourly. Early on themoming of the 24th< 
a veffel of war hove in fight, and as we had 
hoird on thecoaft of Africa^ that war was 
4»peQed between the - United States and 
Great Britain, we were much alarmed left it 
fhould prove a Britiflnnan of war. 

The crew were divided in opimon regard? 
ing the Ihips form, Ibme a^rtiag that ihe 
was not a BritiQi veifel ; I took the gl^s, 
iatending to fetisfy myfelf and fettle the dlf- 
pute, and went forward ; — I few that the 
{hip carried the Britifh colours, but alas ! X 
had ftramed my fight, and never fiiw more. 
The inflammation returned, a relapfe took 
.place, and the light of the fun Ijccame to my 
eyes, asindiftlnft and dark as the gloom- of 
death ; the beauties of natiife to me were 
" blotted out for ever," and in my 23d. year, 
when I looked forward to days of eafe and 
comfort, from the refources of my activity 
and induftry— my path is fliut up, and tte 
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VorlJljctOTfic! ar Wank of kdiffinflnds sbA 
Oncertaintj'. 

A tefmmdtioB of this kind to the voyage^ 
tmld afford me adther aihafcmcnt tor torn*. 
fort, for apon reachihg my native conntry, 
and returning to my onrt cheerful home, 
die reader will cafiJy conceive how melan- 
(*oIy muft the imprdnon have been, which 
my misfortunes had made on my friends 
Spd fatoHy ; aflci how foreJy I was diffreffi^ 
- ty die i*atit of fight, and its invaluaHc and 
tonfoliag ble^gs. 

- Bathbccomcsmantofubnrittotfcatrangt 
of tbward or untoward circuniflances, v/bich. 
is the birthright of his being — to perfevert: 
calmly and bear patiently with the changes 
6f fortune, aud theihocks of black adverfity; 
If he be fortuate, never let him be too con- 
^dent that he is placed beyond the reach of 
kffli^ioD,-^ild;hc ^ thus be always wit- 
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lingtoafttbemdw,andabletoftemthetorrent 
of misfortuse, though equal to that wluch t 
nowfuftain. 
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Errata. 

Pige 9 tmt lin* to the bottom, for mujtrtiawi U read mlifrr' 

II for 179] read 94, md for 1794 read 95. 
iS for £rutd read crouJ, 

3 T for vjbtre read w^^ 

34 for net fear rnd aoHofear, 

47 {isr I jcwiaj- read tinned. 

72 far fa/t lead oJini. 

74 for «g Jiwrging read t* iVi dnrrpng, and for <■*» m* 

■ 7J ^' l-tcrfiaaht iriA !miirr*flhMii 

III for « rod an. 

JI9 for/wriJK read Firriia. 

IJ4 toi fartlallj letd farlitulaFtif. 

161 for Hdfij read nuiii. 

l6j fM iMii wof maik read uw nuM. 
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M* IJE it.'emem1jeccd,Thatonihe 3d.dayofJinn»rf, 
S. I in the IVenty-firft Year of the Independence of ike 
\-t^ United Statet of America, Jofeph Hawkins of the 
fcid DLbridt, hath depoCted in thii Oifite, the Title 
oE a 5tok, the Right whereof he claiini as Proprietor, 
ID the worda following, viz. 
- » A Hiftory of a Voyage to the Coaft of A/Hca, 
" ant Travels' into (he Interior of that Country, 
" cortaioiiig particular defcriptions of the Climate 
" anJ Inhabitants — and Interelling particulars con- 
•' ceming the Slave Trade. — By Jofeph Hawkins, 
" ol New- York — who has jince become bUnd, and 
". fw whofe benefit it isno w Publifhed by his Friends," 
In [onformity to the A£t of the Congrela of theUnited 
Sutes, " Entitled an AS" for the encouragement 
oILeiming, by Securing the Copies of Mnps. Charts, 
and Books to the Autliors and Proprietors of fuch 
Copies, during the time therein mentioned. 

SAMUEL CALDWELL, Clerk 
of the DiArifl of PtDnfylraaia. 
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